
In the Loop with WestCare California 

This month’s issue is dedicated to keeping in mind everything that is important 

to us. Family, happiness and staying in good health are just a few examples 

exemplified by our great CA staff. I hope that you all had a great Fourth of July 

weekend with your loved ones and that you keep cool during the remaining 

weeks of this summer heat! - Michael Mygind, Special Projects Officer 

Welcome to the WestCare California Loop! July 19, 2013 

Upcoming Events 

This month, we are featuring Vince Cummings, a Veteran Advocate at 

SJVV, is an asset to their office in many ways. He is a 20 year veteran of 

the Navy whom has served in multiple tours during several different cam-

paign eras. His career with WestCare began in 

2009 as a SAP counselor and he moved to SJVV the 
same year. He is the resident go-to-guy at the 

office whom they all depend on when they have 

questions about the military. He just celebrated his 

one year marriage anniversary to his lovely wife, 

Michele, who is on cruise overseas in the Navy. He 

also has two sons, Desmond and Roland who are 

both away at college. He also has a dog named 

Peanut. Working in the human services field, and 

especially the office, is very emotionally draining and Vince provides comic 

relief when he sees his co-workers down. He is a true definition of what it 

means to uplift the human spirit. Vince not only does this with his co-

workers, but with the veterans that he serves as well.  

Employee Spotlight 

Recent Happenings at WestCare California... 

 

July 20th: 2nd Annual Gold Rush blood 
Drive in the Marie Calendar's parking lot 
on Shaw/Cedar in located at 1781 E Shaw 

in Fresno. It will start at 10:00am and will 
end at 1:00pm.  
 

August 7th: 2013 Fresno AIDS Walk 
planning meeting at 3:30pm and 5:30pm 
at The Living Room: 901 E. Belmont in 

Fresno. 
 
August 17th: Drag Queen BINGO - A 
fundraising event for the 2013 Fresno 

AIDS Walk at the Day Reporting Center 
901 E Belmont in Fresno from 6:00pm to 
9:00pm. Admission is $10 and there will 

be a grand prize of a tablet computer for 
the BINGO game. Call (559) 486-1469 
for ticket info. 

Would you like your program featured in the WestCare Loop? Contact Michael Mygind at michael.mygind@westcare.com 

6/28 - 7/4 - WestCare Fireworks Booth: This year’s 

fireworks sales for WestCare ended with a bang! Thanks to 

the efforts of staff and client volunteers that helped run the 

booth on Clinton/Blythe or the week that it was open, the  

booth raised well over $6,000 in profits for WestCare Cali-
fornia!  Seven clients from the TC and RMS programs also 

received temporary jobs with the Phantom Fireworks ware-

houses, assisting with post-sales procedures. Great work, 

everyone!  

Vince Cummings 

Mark Your Calendars... 

7/5/2013 - SJVV BBQ: SJVV clients were recently 

invited to celebrate Independence Day with a BBQ 

lunch and refreshments at Fresno’s SJVV office.  

Daniel Jr, Sr. and one of his five grandchildren 

7/20 - Gold Rush Blood Drive and Health Fair: Make sure 

to stop by on Saturday, July 20th at the Marie Callender’s on 

Cedar & Shaw for the second annual Gold Rush Blood Drive 

and Health Fair. WestCare will have a booth as will other 

non-profits and community vendors.  

6/24/13 - Bakersfield’s Six Flags Trip and a Reunited Family Makes Memories: A group of Bakers-

field’s residential clients shared a fun-filled day at Six Flags : Magic Mountain. But for Daniel V., his son Daniel 

Jr. & his grandchildren, it continued a long overdue reunification process. Daniel Sr. and Daniel Jr.  have not 

been in contact for over 30 years until now, and it was here at WestCare that the Reunification process be-

gan.  Daniel Sr. has had the opportunity to go on Saturdays to Outpatient and participate in Family First with 
his son and his grandchildren.  Daniel Jr. took his father to the movies the weekend after Father’s Day to see 

Iron Man on the first outing they shared before the trip to Magic Mountain.  Daniel Sr.  is pleased to have his 

son and grandchildren back in his life.     

Mamie Welch with Daniel Sr. and his grandchildren.  

7/8 - 7/12 - Healthy Photo Challenge:  As part of the WestCare Cares campaign started in celebration of  West-

Care’s 40th year, Foundation has asked staff to submit photos that represent what health means to them. These are 

just a few of the great photos that were submitted by CA’s staff as part of the contest. 

7/15/2013 - The Day Reporting Center Partners with Caltrans: Recently, a Caltrans subcontractor made an 

agreement with the Day Reporting Center (DRC) to hire on clients for beautification projects along the 99, 41, 180, 

and 168 freeways for 90 day periods with bi-weekly pay and 40 hours a week.  Following their period of work, they 

might be hired on a permanent basis with Caltrans or an affiliated organization. Whether it leads to work or not, the 

experience will look great on their resumes. It has also been written into the DRC’s client contract. Great work, guys! 

7/15 - 7/19 - Happiness Photo Challenge:  California’s staff participated in full force for July’s second photo chal-

lenge. This week’s theme was “Happiness”. Everything from trips to pets to  family to simply embracing the little 

things were featured. Great work, everybody! 

7/15 - A New VISTA Joins the WestCare Family!: Our newest VISTA mem-

ber, Harvell Floyd, has recently begun his work with WestCare California in the 

area of grant writing. Harvell has a long and varied history of helping those around 

him whether it be his time spent in the field of education, chiropractic therapy, or 

social work. Following high school, he ran a youth services program and went on 

to get his bachelor’s degree in Biology and his Doctor of Chiropractic degree. He 

also applied for and was awarded grant funding for a program that helped those 

who wanted to enter the nursing career field achieve their goals, which he also 

ran. Harvell is also an avid golfer with hopes to get back on the course soon. Using 

his passion for social service and past knowledge of the grant process, he hopes to 

help those who give back. 

Harvell Floyd 


