
In the Loop with WestCare California 

The WestCare California Loop is a monthly email designed to keep 

you in the loop with all of our wonderful programs in California.  Has 
your department gone above and beyond? Planned an event for clients? 
Volunteered? Worked in the community? We want to know about it! 
Send your program updates to me personally, or talk to your program’s 
development team member. We do incredible things at WestCare CA, it’s 
time we all stayed in the loop— let’s celebrate each other! Keep uplifting 
the human spirit and changing lives!    -Michael Mygind, Special Projects 
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Recent Happenings  at WestCare California... 
S.O.S. Open House, October 24th: Members of the social service and mental 
health community were recently given a glimpse of the newly opened S.O.S 
(Support & Overnight Stay) program at the MLK facility. The ten bed facility helps 
those who are in need of shelter and mental health assistance by providing them a 
place to stay for a period of 24 hours, a meal and connections to appropriate 
health services based on their condition. Over 125 visitors attended the event, 
were given guided tours by current consumers staying there and were able to buy 
original artwork created by alumni from the OPTIONS mental health program. 
All proceeds went back into art supplies for future art projects. 

Holiday/Staff Appreciation 
Luncheon: December 14, 1-4pm  
All staff are invited to attend this 
special event honoring their hard 
work while celebrating the holidays. It 

will be held in the MLK dining room 
and will include a voluntary gift ex-
change as well as an unwrapped toy 
drive for Toys for Tots. 

Upcoming Events 

Christina Entrocaso: Christina has 
supported our clients every day, teach-

ing them useful skills in the kitchen that 
they can take with them into the job 
market. On many occasions, she has 

lent her beautiful singing voice to lift 
spirits at events such as WestCare’s 
graduation ceremonies. Thank you 
Christina for all that you do! 

Employee Spotlight 

Women’s Residential Haunted Open House, October 26th:  Staff and 
community partners were treated to a glimpse inside the MLK Women’s Resi-
dential program with a spooky theme. Visitors were greeted by a hallway full of 

costumed clients dancing to Michael Jackson’s Halloween hit, “Thriller”. All 
clients were in costume along with their children who were also dressed up for 
the event. Other festivities included a haunted house and a moving slideshow 
featuring the clients and their little ones. 

Fresno AIDS Walk 2012, November 10th:  Hundreds gathered at Fresno’s 
Woodward Park for the return of the Fresno AIDS Walk. The walk was presented 
by WestCare California and in support of The Living Room, Fresno’s only social 
support center for those at risk of, infected, or affected by HIV/AIDS. The walk 
generated over $18,000 in donations from sponsorship partners and members of 
the community. Donations have continued to come in days after the walk. 

Over 300 walkers took on the 2.5 mile walk through the park’s scenic trails. The 
day was full of entertainment and inspirational words. The day ended with the read-
ing of names of those who have been lost to HIV/AIDS followed by the release of 
30 white doves. 

It was truly a moving event that paid honor to those who are living with the virus, 
those who have been lost and those that have felt the effect of that loss. Planning 
will begin soon for next year’s walk. 
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Veterans Day Parade, November 11th: Thou-

sands attended the annual 93rd Annual Veterans Day 
Parade in Downtown Fresno that included 200 entries 
including staff representing SJVV and veterans from its 
Veteran’s Plaza and Homefront programs. Even “Baby 
Girl”, the beloved Veterans’ Plaza dog was on hand to 
show her support.  

WestCare California Fall Graduation, November 15th: 
New lives and clean paths were affirmed as 45 graduates from 
nine of WestCare California’s programs from Fresno and Bakers-
field walked across the stage as part of the annual Fall Graduation. 

The night was full of song, emotions, reflection on the past and 
thoughts about the future. Some crossed that stage with a simple 
thank you, others gave many thanks and words of advice, and one 
alumni was simply too excited to say anything. It was truly a beau-
tiful night of celebration. Congratulations to the newest graduates 
of WestCare and to their friends and family! 


