
In the Loop with WestCare California 
Welcome to the WestCare California Loop! September 2014 

Upcoming Events 

Employee Spotlight 

September was quite a busy month! It was also National Recovery Month. While it’s great 

to set aside a month for the public to recognize the struggle of addiction and the triumph of 

recovery, ones’ recovery should be a daily celebration of change, inner strength and progres-

sion. Take care of yourselves and continue to “Uplift the Human Spirit.”   

                             - Michael Mygind, Special Projects Officer  

Recent Happenings at WestCare California... 

 
 

Now - October 14th: Our Health and Wellness commit-

tee will be collecting donations of $5 in exchange for a 

“Casual Day” voucher for “Wear Pink Day” on October 

15th. All proceeds will benefit the Breast Cancer Research 

Foundation. Please contact Irene Gutierrez for all infor-

mation.  

Now - January 4th, 2015: The AIDS Memorial Quilt 

viewing at the 2233 N 1st St. Fresno Art Museum General 

Admission $5 / Free for Museum Members 

October 6th: Senior’s Day at the Big Fresno Fair. West-

Care will be on hand with an information booth.  Free 

admission for all adults age 62 or older. The information 

fair runs from  9am until 1pm at the Fresno Fairgrounds: 

1121 S. Chance Ave. in Fresno. 

October 6th: Hot Dog Night in the Park - A free veter-

ans event (See below for flyer) 

October 10th: Madera County Veterans Stand Down 

(See below for flyer) 

October 23 - 31st: Red Ribbon Week 

Upcoming Events 

Would you like your program featured in the WestCare Loop? Contact Michael Mygind at michael.mygind@westcare.com 

Lisha Vecchiarelli,  

AmeriCorps VISTA  

Media/Marketing  Member 
 

Lisha Vecchiarelli is our newest 

AmeriCorps VISTA (Volunteers In 

Service To America) member with 

the role of helping with our media 

and marketing efforts for our pro-

grams in California. She is a Certi-

fied Pharmacy Technician with her 

AA degree in in Business Management, and a BS degree in 

Health and Wellness. She is currently working on getting 

her MS degree in Health Education. Her past positions 

included 3+ years as a college level instructor for allied 

health/front/back office medical assisting and 6+ years in 

experience in corporate office settings doing everything 

from human resources to case management/utilization 

review to radiological medical billing to hospital admin-

istration work. In her free time, Lisha enjoys creating 

hand-poured custom soy candles, organic vertical pallet 

gardens and cement fire bowls. She believes in life-long 

learning and states that education is her passion. Wel-

come to the team, Lisha! 

Lisha Vecchiarelli 

September 3rd - Recovery Happens: Thousands gathered 

in celebration of National Recovery Month at the State Capital 

as part of Recovery Happens, an annual free rally and re-

source fair. Staff was on hand to run an information booth and 

a prize wheel at this great event that featured information, live 

music and more.  

WestCare VISTA Member, 

Harvell Floyd and AmeriCorps 

VISTA Leader, Lavell Tyler 

September 4th - Art for AIDS Raises Money for the 2014 Fresno AIDS Walk: In early September, the China-

town Youth Center in Fresno organized an art showcase and sale of locally donated art benefitting the 2014 Fresno 

AIDS Walk and its charity, the Living Room. By the end of the night, just under $800 was raised to benefit the walk! 

Thank you to all who donated to this worthy cause! The walk will take place on November 22nd at Woodward Park in 

Fresno and will benefit The Living Room. Art is still available for viewing and purchase at The living Room, located at 901 

E Belmont in Fresno. Please contact Toni Harrison at (559) 486 1469 to set up a time to stop by. 

September 6th - Golf Tournament Scores Big for Veterans: 

Congratulations to Shawn Jenkins, Victor Palacios, Marcelino Mayto-

rena, and Erik Carr for placing 1st in the 19th Annual Delta Sigma Pi 

Golf Tournament held over the weekend.  A donation of $450 was 

pulled from the proceeds and was generously donated to our SJVV 

Program. 

September 11th - AmeriCorps VISTA’s Take Part in a Day of Service: This past Patriot Day marked the Na-

tional Day of Service and Remembrance for AmeriCorps VISTA members. Our Central Valley AmeriCorps VISTA mem-

bers did their part by picking up trash at Roeding Park and were treated to a visited to the Chaffee Zoo afterwards. 

Great work, team! 

September 16th - Cultural Potluck in Bakersfield: “We in the Bakersfield office decided to expand our cultural 

knowledge by doing 2 things we love...learn and eat! :) In celebration of Mexican Independence Day celebrated on Sep-

tember 16th, we had a Mexican Food Themed potluck and talked about the history of the holiday celebrated annually. 

We hope you enjoy it as much as we did.” – Melodie Everest,  SASCA/STOP Bakersfield 

September 16th - 18th: 25th Annual Central Valley Veterans Stand Down: “WestCare was on hand to wit-

ness the opening of the 25th Annual Central Valley Veterans Stand Down for 2014. It ran from September 16th through 

the 19th at the VFW Post 8900 in Fresno. Our own San Joaquin Valley Veterans Staff was on hand volunteering and 

running a booth offering services to veterans. Operation Stand Down is designed to help veterans get into recovery, 

resolve legal issues, find employment, access health services and benefits.” – Lisha Vecciarelli, AmeriCorps VISTA Member 

September 26th - 27th: Sober Stock 9 Rocks Out for Recovery: On Friday September 26th, the 9th annual 

Sober Stock kicked off with a concert at Fresno’s Manchester Center for another year of celebrating recovery and com-

munity. The event continued the following morning with more live music, a classic car show, guest speakers including 

Fresno Chief of Police, Jerry Dyer and a 80,000 grocery giveaway from the Open Hands Pantry. The event is organized 

annually by Community Partners 4 Recovery, a cooperative group that includes various groups from the Central Valley 

with an emphasis on education, prevention and recovery.  

September 26th - The United Way’s Day of Caring: We recently took part in two community service projects as 

part of the Day of Caring presented by the United Way of Fresno County. Our first project was the beautification of the 

planter on the side of our men's Sober Living facility with help from the generous volunteers from Principal Financial. 

They planted a row of bushes and a rose garden. Needless to say, it looks amazing! Our second project was a trash 

sweep of the neighborhood around Ventura & E Street in Downtown Fresno with help from our MLK volunteers & 

students from Fresno Pacific University. We made a big difference on an often overlooked side of town. We would like 

to thank all community volunteers, clients and staff that helped make these projects a success. Thank you. 

Shawn Jenkins, Victor 
Palacios and Marcelino 

Maytorena 

Melodie Everest Michelle Hollins 

September 5th - DRC Celebrates One Year Partnership with Caltrans: The Day Reporting Center (DRC) 

hosted a 1 year celebration in recognition of the successful  Caltrans program.   Since July 2013, WestCare has been 

part of a collaborative effort with Butte County Office of Education, California Department of Corrections and Rehabili-

tation (CDCR), and their subcontractors to provide delivery of the Transitional Caltrans Parolee Work Crew Pro-

gram.   The Fresno DRC program was assigned two “Work Crews” consisting of 8 positions each.   Eligible DRC partici-

pants are able to interview and obtain Paid position with the Work Crew .  In attendance during the celebration were 

representatives from WestCare,  Caltrans, Butte County Office of Education, Fresno Parole, Northern County Con-

struction Training and work crews present and past.  The event was a huge success; throughout the event, certificates 

were given for outstanding workers, raffle prizes were drawn every half hour,  and workers were able to stand-up and 

recognize each other for outstanding work.   In addition,  catering was provided by Bobby Salazar’s in care of Butte 

County office of Education.  

“25 Cities – Fresno : A Sea Change in Fresno’s Homelessness   

Crisis Response” by Sean Whitten and Doreen Eley 

“No longer is it ‘my client’ or ‘my process.’ Rather, it’s ‘our client and the 

shared process.’   Outreach strategies are a prime example.  Prior to 25 

Cities Effort, outreach work in Fresno was fragmented and agencies focused 

on specific populations or issues, i.e., youth, medical issues, etc.  However, 

Fresno now has an outreach team that is multi-faceted with nine agencies 

participating and a broader focus across the unifying issue of homelessness.  

A few weeks ago, Fresno’s Homeless Task Force requested an assessment be completed with a woman  with whom task 

force members had been working on the streets for about a year.  She was injured, petite, and expressed her fears 

about being on the streets because she had become such a target for violence due to her size. She scored high on the 
assessment, and she was the first person to ever be matched to housing through the new coordinated system.  

After being matched to a local permanent supportive housing program, she completed an intake assessment at the pro-

gram’s facility and was informed that she could move in the following day, as there were some final work that needed to 

be done to the unit. The next morning, she was nowhere to be found. For the next five days, six different agencies 

worked to locate her on the streets.  She was finally located by Fresno’s Homeless Task Force and transported to her 

new home. ‘I always trusted you, and I always trusted the officers,’ she stated to staff during her move-in.  Her transition 

to housing is a true example of the collaboration and dedication in this community!  Together, creating this same oppor-

tunity for 59 others in the next 60 days is not only possible, but will happen because of a team that won’t stop until it 

does!” 

 

Sean Whitten is WestCare California's Co-Team Lead, and Doreen Eley is Fresno Housing Authority's Co-Team Lead.  

Health & Wellness News 

Committee’s Choice Award: Jessica Jurado 

Jessica is always helping clients and staff with their mental wellbeing. She keeps Stress 

Relieving Lotion for those who come to the office. She helps them sit and take time to 

calm themselves with the lotion. Jessica also takes time to slow her fellow co-workers 

down and reads from a positive thinking and meditation or to have a cup of herbal tea. 

She also teaches the Co-occurring  classes with our clients. Thanks Jessica! 

Monthly Question: “Do you have a favorite pro or college football team?” 

“It's been a rivalry since and my husband were young. Me a hardcore Dallas 

Cowboys fan and him a San Francisco 49ers fan. But I still love him.” 

- Irene Gutierrez, Data Program Specialist, SOS  

September 16th –Board of Supervi-

sors Proclaim September as 

“Recovery Month” in Fresno County 

The Fresno County Board of Supervisors 

officially proclaimed September to be 

Recovery Month in Fresno County. Mem-

bers from Community Partners 4 Recov-

ery and the Sober Stock planning commit-

tee pushed for this and came out to show 

their support. 


