
In the Loop with WestCare California 
Welcome to the WestCare California Loop! December 2014 

Employee Spotlight 

“I hope that everyone has had an amazing holiday season with those that they hold close. As 

the new year approaches, I would like to personally thank anyone that has ever submitted 

pictures or stories for publication in the Loop. I enjoy sharing the many great things that your 

programs are doing and look forward to another eventful year as 2015 approaches! Take 

care and stay safe, everybody!” - Michael Mygind, Special Projects Officer  

Recent Happenings at WestCare California... 

Upcoming Events 
 

December 31st: New Year’s Eve 

January 1st: New Year’s Day 

January 19th: Martin Luther King Day 

12/6 – “Hells Angels spread Holiday Cheer with Bike Giveaway”: “In true Christmas fashion, the Fresno Coun-

ty Hells Angels and approximately 600 fellow bikers decided upon the Poverello House on December 6th for their 16th 

Annual Hells Angels Toy Run. As part of the toy drive, the Poverello House received 451 brand new children’s bikes. 

WestCare families and children received 31 bikes that morning. However, there were several who could not be present 

the day of the distribution. Poverello House, along with the Fresno County Hells Angels, decided to organize a second 

bike distribution for those children. Thursday, December 18th, the Poverello House Executive Director, Cruz Avila, as 

well as Merl Hefferman of the Fresno County Hells Angels met me and the families at our Martin Luther King Campus 

in Fresno to deliver an additional 39 bikes. The look on the faces of the parents and children were priceless. This is a 

Christmas that will not be forgotten and a story that is sure to be told for years to come.  WestCare is truly grateful to 

the Hells Angels and Poverello House for helping the Christmas wishes of our families come true this year.”                 

– Shawn Jenkins, Senior Vice President 

Jimmy Rodriquez Sr and Vincent Monk 
 

This month’s employee spotlight will be put on 

two staff members whom went above and be-

yond by  working together to save a life, Jimmy 

Rodriquez Sr and Vincent Monk. They responded 

to a call for help when a client was found uncon-

scious with no signs of breathing. They were able 

to revive him in time for an ambulance to pick him up. 

He was diagnosed  with a seizure and pneumonia.  

He was hospitalized in intensive care, but is now well and credits WestCare 

and the valiant actions of these two men for saving his life. On behalf of all of 

our staff and clients, we would like to thank you for your quick response in 

stepping up to one of the greatest challenges that anyone should ever have to 

face. Thank you, Jimmy and Vincent. 

Vincent Monk and 
Jimmy Rodriquez Sr. 

Health & Wellness News 

Steve Carter is this month’s Committee 

Choice for changing his eating habits 

and eating the proper foods to live a 

more health and prosper life. Keep it 

up, Steve!! 

Would you like your program featured in the WestCare Loop? Contact Michael Mygind at michael.mygind@westcare.com 

11/25 - “MLK’s Learning Center Celebrates Thanks-

giving”: The staff of MLK’s Learning Center made sure to 

make this year’s Thanksgiving a special one for the children 

at MLK. They provided the turkey dinner complete with all 

of the fixings. Everyone enjoyed it and left full. 

12/1 - “CCTRP Gets in the Holiday Spirit”: 

Staff at CCTRP in San Diego recently decorated 

their site by decorating their windows and re-

ception area. Looking good, everyone! 

12/4 - “YMAX Receives Nomination for Kings County Prevention Award”: Han-

ford’s adolescent outreach program, YMAX, received a nomination for an award earlier this 

month for their services in Kings County. They were invited to a ceremony that was present-

ed by the Kings Partnership for Prevention. Adolescent Counselor, Valentin Ferrel, attended 

the event and represented YMAX. Even though they did not receive an award, it’s great to 

know that their hard work with helping youth in need is being recognized.  

12/12 – “Learning Center Pizza Party at MLK”: The 

staff of MLK’s Learning Center recently gave the clients a Pizza 

Party in appreciation of their progress within the program and 

personal development as responsible and involved parents. 

12/16 – “Gill Ranch Storage Brings Cheer to Five Local 

Veteran Families”: Representatives from Gill Ranch Storage 

gave $5,000 to split between five local veteran families in need to 

spend on gifts and supplies to make this a truly happy Christmas 

for them and their loved ones. This is the third year that they 

have given this generous gift to families that are receiving services 

from our San Joaquin Valley Veterans program. On behalf of the 

families, we would like to thank Gill Ranch Storage for this amaz-

ing gesture to those who have already given so much. Thank you! 

November - “MLK Clients Help Toys for Tots”:  “Each year, as the Holiday 

season comes around, Toys for Tots count on the giving spirit of our community 

to give back to those who are less fortunate. One new toy can bring happiness to 

the hearts of many! WestCare RMSC Vocational Specialist Yolanda Martinez and 

Rath Vann have been taking about 30 different individuals to help volunteer with 

the toys for tots event.  All clients are required to sign a media release as Channel 

30 has been there twice now that we have been there working. In the warehouse 

they assisted with counting all donations, sorting them into age and gender groups 

and filling orders for organizations that have been requesting donations.  Clients 

have assisted in loading those donations when organizations have arrived to re-

ceive the gifts.  After we are done for the day they clean up the warehouse to 
keep things in order and for ready for the next day.  We started working with Toys for Tots at the end of November 

for a few days out of the week and with Christmas fast approaching we will be there all week Monday thru Friday thru 

the 19th.  We are hoping to have everything wrapped up by the 19th but if there are still donations coming in and or-

ganizations that need them we will continue all up through the Christmas Eve.” - Rath Vann, RSMC Vocational Specialist  

12/18 - “Santa Visits Bakersfield!”: Clients and 

children at Bakersfield Residential were treated to 

a visit from the big jolly one, himself, Santa Claus! 

WestCare California Celebrates the Holidays! 

12/18 - “SOS Christmas”: “SOS had a little Christmas Dinner. We had great food, exchanged gifts, and even had a 

door decorating contest. Congrats, Olivia, for winning a $10.00 Gift Card. On behalf of SOS, we want to wish everyone 

a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!” – Irene Gutierrez  

12/19/14 - “Staff Appreciation/Holiday Luncheon”: Staff from Fresno, Bakersfield, Hanford, Stockton and Sacra-

mento gathered for an afternoon of food and good times. Tenured staff were recognized for their time with the organi-

zation which spanned anywhere from 5 to 26 years. The second annual “Ugly Christmas Sweater” contest was held, 

with SJVV Stockton’s Felipe Grimaldo being the winner with his “Sick Rudolph” sweater. It was truly a great time for all. 

This months highlighted board comes 

from SJVV, whom presented this 

month’s theme: Safe Toy and Gift 

Month. Great work, everybody! 

12/25/14 - “Christmas at MLK”: Santa Claus visited the staff, clients and children of MLK residential on Christmas 

day to spread some holiday cheer.  


