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Welcome to the WestCare California Loop! January 2015 

Employee Spotlight 

“Thank you to everyone that has submitted content covering the events of January. Please feel 

free to send me any and all news on what your program is up to and please don’t forget to 

include pictures! We have so many amazing programs that are doing great things and clients 

that are truly making a change for the better. Have a great February and I hope to hear from 

you all soon!” - Michael Mygind, Special Projects Officer  

Recent Happenings at WestCare California... 

Upcoming Events 
 

February 18th: The first 

Fresno AIDS Walk planning 

meeting of the year for our 

4th annual walk will be held at 

The Living Room, located at 

901 E Belmont in Fresno at 

3:30 with a second meeting at 

6:00. The walk will be held on 

Saturday, October 17th at 

Woodward Park’s Parkview 

Shelter. 

 

Dwayne Wilson 
 

“I am Dwayne Wilson.  I currently serve as an Outpatient 

Counselor here at WestCare and  love what I do. I provide 

services for those in need and work with such a supportive 

team. I joined this field to be an asset to those who struggle 

with addiction and make a positive impact on the communi-

ty. I returned to college last August and hope to complete 

my MBA in May of 2016.  One of my goals is to become a 

Program Director and mentor others working in our great 

profession. 

 

I spend my free time watching action movies and spending quality time with my son 

playing video games, basketball and riding our bikes.  I also conduct an annual bike run 

with children in the community. I restore donated bicycles to give to the children 

without one and take them, along with their parents on a 5 mile journey through the 

bike trails and to Woodward Park.  I get pleasure out of seeing their faces when they 

receive a bike and permission to go on the bike run. It feels good to be doing some-

thing for the community.” 

Dwayne Wilson 

1/26 - 28 -  Point in Time Survey: Over the course of three days, roughly 700 homeless individuals were surveyed 

by our group of over 20 WestCare staff and client volunteers as part of the annual Point in Time survey. The surveys 

were conducted in various parts of Fresno and Madera counties. Amazing work, everyone! 

1/13 - “MLK Clients Recognized for Toys for Tots Outreach”: 

We recently received this letter recognizing the hard work that our 

clients have put in it to help the local Toys for Tots campaign! Amaz-

ing work, everybody! You are a true inspiration! 

 

"Department of Corrections: 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank WestCare RMSC and 

DRC participants for their countless hours of hard work and dedica-

tion to the Fresno County Toys for Tots. Toys For Tots is a national 

campaign of the Marine Corps. Reserves, with more than 750 individu-
al programs. The mission of this campaign is that every child deserves 

a toy at Christmas. Civilians run most of these programs across the 

United States.  

 

For the last 6 years, Tamra Vieira and her WestCare volunteers have volunteered countless hours helping run our 

warehouse, which filters 60,000 to 80,000 toys. Every toy that we receive and purchase must be counted and sorted by 

gender and age (0-3, 4-7, and 8-12). For approximately 7 weeks we start and end each day with very accurate toy 

counts in each category. The real fun begins when we start assembling orders for the approximately 200 organizations 

that receive toys to hand out to specified children. Organizations request any where from 20 toys up to 6,000. West-

Care participants make these orders; carry heavy boxes, and loads up trucks. At the end of each day they also clean the 

kitchen, bathrooms, break rooms, sweep, and mop, cleaning the warehouse entirely.  

 

Please note: Over the last two years WestCare volunteers have single handedly run the warehouse with myself. With-

out their participation, there would be no Toys for Tots of Fresno County. It was and always has been a pleasure to 

work along side of them. Of course it is hard work, but volunteers come back each day with a smile on their face and 

jokes for the day. The Marine Corps League is truly thankful and appreciative. On a personal level, I would like to thank 

every individual that has come to the warehouse even just one day; it truly does make a world of difference.” 

 

Virginia Cardinal 

Toys For Tots Co-Coordinator 

Marine Corps League Det. 14 member 

Would you like your program featured in the WestCare Loop? Contact Michael Mygind at michael.mygind@westcare.com 

1/15 - “Mai’s Farewell Potluck”: After 8 years of working with Fresno staff in the data department, SASCA and 

most recently, STOP programs, administrative assistant, Mai Vang, is transitioning into a position with our STOP office 

in Sacramento. Before she said her final goodbye, a surprise potluck was held in her honor. Numerous staff including 

her boss and the director for STOP Areas 1 & 3, Don Smith, took a moment in front of everyone to bid her farewell 

and thank her for all that she has done. On behalf of the programs in Fresno, take care and we hope to see you soon! 

“My Valentine is my Partner Jeffrey Davis…the kindest, most 

caring person I have ever met in my life!!!”  
 

- Sean M. Whitten, Project LiftOff, Case Manager 

1/28/15 - Health & Wellness    

Committee Blood Drive: Our 

Health & Wellness held a blood drive in 

front of the MLK facility with all dona-

tions going to the Central California 

Blood Center. In total, 11 donors 

showed up to generously give their time 

to help this great cause.  

Monthly Question: “Who is your valentine?” 

Health & Wellness News 

Sam Gill is this month’s Committee Choice for she is com-

mitting to living a heathy life style by changing her eating 

habits and exercising on a regular basis. She has been going 

right after work to the gym and has been eating the proper 

foods. Awesome work, Sam! 

Client Creativity 

“My Favorite Dish” by Karl B. 

“You’re the syrup on my pancakes - You’re my coffee’s flavored cream 

You’re the girl in my fantasy - You’re the angel of my dreams 

You’re the brightest star in heaven - You’re the rainbow in the sky 

You’re the promise never broken -You’re the apple of my eye 

You’re the chili in my hot sauce - The sharpest kitchen knife 

You’re the answer to my questions - You’re the sunshine of my life 

You’re the sprinkles on my ice cream - You’re the bubbles in my bath 

You’re the roses in my garden - The moonlight on my path 

You’re the song all birds are singing - You’re the teddy bear on my bed 

A billion words get spoken - But you’re the prettiest ever said 

You’re the butter on my biscuit - You’re the jelly on my toast 

The cruise control on my Corvette - And baby we’re on coast 

You’re the best gift god has given - You’re the mittens on my hands 

The ringtone on my cell phone - And you’re the lifetime plan 

You’re the bow on every ribbon - You’re the float in my parade 

You’re the secret never told - The best decision that I made 

You’re a million wishes granted - You’re the smile on my face 

If I had to live without you - This life would be a waste” 

Karl B. 

“My son Jaxson is my Valentine this year. He is the only other 

man (other than daddy) to steal my heart.”  
 

– Angelita Edwards, SJVV, Lead veteran Advocate 

“Thomas has been my valentine for 21 yrs. We have not 

missed a beat.”   
 

– Lenora Phillips, STOP, Lead Data Entry Specialist 

“My valentine is my husband, Cleadus. He is my rock, my best 

friend, the one that I want to grow old with, who's seen me at my 

best and at my worst, and the one who keeps me grounded.”   
 

– Erin Shelton, SJVV, Veteran Advocate 

“My Chocolate Chip Cookie.“  
 

– Lynn Pimentel, WestCare California, Deputy Administrator  

Next Month’s Question: “What is something that others might find surprising or interesting about you?”  


