
In the Loop with WestCare California 

The WestCare California Loop is a monthly email designed to keep 

you in the loop with all of our wonderful programs in California.  Has 

your department gone above and beyond? Planned an event for clients? 

Volunteered? Worked in the community? We want to know about it! 

Send your program updates to me personally, or talk to your program’s 

development team member. We do incredible things at WestCare CA, it’s 

time we all stayed in the loop— let’s celebrate each other! Keep uplifting 

the human spirit and changing lives!   - Michael Mygind, Special Projects 

Welcome to the WestCare California Loop! December 20th, 2012 

Recent Happenings  at WestCare California... 

MLK March, January 21, 2013: Pay 

tribute to the contributions of the 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. by 

marching from St. John Cathedral to 
the Veterans Memorial Auditorium. 
March concludes with an inspiring 

program celebrating community diver-
sity and culture. Clients and staff from 
the MLK facility will be taking part in 

this commemorative event. The walk 
will start at 2814 Mariposa Ave 10am 

and will end at 2425 Fresno Street. 

Upcoming Events 

Bob Brown: Bob is a case manager at 

the DRC who has continually proved 

himself to be reliable and hard working. 

He drives from Visalia 6 days a week to 

take care of his regular duties as well as 

voluntarily lead a CARR class on Friday 

nights and on Saturdays. In his spare 

time, he likes to take part in downhill 

skiing. Keep up the good work, Bob! 

Employee Spotlight 

Star Spangled Ball, November 16th: Over 200 came together for a night of dinner, music 

and most of all: Support for valley veterans. Central Valley Veterans, whom have previously 

organized the Stand Down and Honor a Hero, Hire a Vet Job Fair events, organized the Star 

Spangled Ball. All proceeds went directly to helping veterans in need. The night also included 

silent auctions as well as presentations by three residents from SJVV’s grant per-diem homes. 
WestCare was represented by kind words in speeches in addition to the show of support by 

veterans in attendance of the event. SJVV has worked closely with CVV in the past to provide 

for veterans in ways that grants won’t allow, such as the provision of furniture and household 

supplies. Overall, it was an enjoyable night and a success for local veterans in need. 

83rd Annual Downtown Fresno Christmas Parade, December 8th: 

WestCare California’s Fresno branches took part in the 83rd Annual Down-

town Fresno Christmas Parade with this year’s theme being, “Father Christ-

mas”. Their nostalgic float featured variations of Santa Claus from decades past 

& present including the 60s, 70s, 80s, and 90s. The parade was complimented 

by sunny weather and an estimated 30,000 spectators that lined the parade’s 

route. 

TCE Expansion Grant from SAMHSA, WeCare: The spread 

of HIV/AIDS in the Central Valley continues to be a problem today, 

with an estimated 1,544 people who are living with HIV or AIDS in 

Fresno County, as reported by the Fresno County Department of 

Community Health. With help from a SAMHSA grant, WestCare 
along with Fresno Community Medical Center and Clinica Sierra 

Vista are banding together to form WeCare. With help from com-

munity agencies, WeCare aims to pinpoint the major demographics 

who are at risk of contracting HIV or AIDS and create bonds with 35 

individuals for each year of the 5 years grant who are living at risk 

lifestyles. These individuals will be provided services for substance abuse as well as co-occurring mental health is-

sues. The ultimate goal is to stop the spread in at-risk groups of individuals by focusing on those who are most at-

risk. While potentially stopping the contraction and slowing the spread of disease, these efforts are sure to improve 

the lives of those involved by means of housing, family stability and occupational resources. Discharge and transi-

tional planning will be offered, providing opportunities to access care after their initial treatment. 

Would you like your program featured in the WestCare Loop? Contact Michael Mygind at michael.mygind@westcare.com 

SJVV Receives Mini-Grant from 

PG&E: SJVV recently received a 

mini-grant from Pacific Gas and 

Electric Company in the total of 

$1,128 for use towards utilities and 

housing for veterans in the valley. 

New Hires for WestCare!: Numerous open 

positions have been filled recently. The newly-

founded WeCare program has recently ac-

quired a Mental Health Clinician, Rebecca Garth

-Nelson while SASCA has named Michael Garza 

its new Research Assistant. 

AIDS Walk Update: To date, the 2012 Fresno AIDS Walk has 

raised over $19,000 to go towards continued services at The Living 

Room with donations coming in more than a month after the walk. 

This could not be achieved if it wasn’t for the compassion and drive of 

the WestCare staff and the generosity of community donors, volun-

teers and sponsors. Planning is currently in the works for next year’s 

event, which can only be a bigger success with continued support! 

Families in Need Receive Holiday Cheer: Through a 

partnership between WestCare California and The United 
Way, two families in need were given some cheer this holi-

day season. WestCare staff stepped up gave items to both 
the Pipkins family and Pearl Byrd. These items included 
clothes, food and household items. The Pipkins were given a 

couch and Pearl was given a bedroom set. Shavonna and 
Jesse Pipkins and their three children were overjoyed by the 

generous support. “God bless the staff at WestCare for making our Christmas a wonderful 

one,” said Jesse. Pearl said on behalf of herself and her dog, “Thank you WestCare, for bringing 
the Christmas spirit into our home.” Both families have seen hard times, but with the help of 

generous donations, they got a much needed pick me up for the holidays. 


