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A monthly newsletter that covers 

the events of our programs in: 

Recent Happenings at WestCare California... 

“As usual, I would like to thank everyone that has helped submit stories for this jam packed issue of the West-

Care Loop! By sharing your stories and news, you are helping us share with our community all of the great 

things that our staff and clients are doing! For that, we are forever grateful. As we roll into another hot month 

of summer, remember to stay safe and stay cool.” - Michael Mygind, Special Projects Officer  

Employee Spotlight: Patti Johnson 
 

“Hello everyone, this is Patti Johnson from the Chico office. I am the Journey Level 

Community Service Specialist who oversees the participants in Butte, Mendocino 

and Humboldt Counties. I have had the privilege to be a part of opening the Chico 

office when we opened the doors in March of this year.  My job duties are to make 

placement for participants that are referred from parole and meet with the partici-

pants and providers once a month.  When I meet with the participants, I make sure 

they are making progress in treatment and if they need any referrals, those are pro-

vided as well.   During my monthly visit with the providers, I talk with them to see 

how the participants are doing in treatment and if there are any issues or concerns.   I also help the 

new Community Service Specialists in the office with any questions they may have or answer any 

questions our new providers may have.  I enjoy my job very much.  Every day brings a new experi-

ence whether its fixing the copier/fax machine or sharing a life-changing experience with 

a  participant.  I came into this field to give back and share a new way of life.  I have been a part of 

WestCare for 9 years now and I am looking forward to continuing my journey for many years to 

come.” - Patti Johnson, Journey Level Community Service Specialist, STOP Chico 

 

Patti Johnson 

7/1 – Jenifer Alcorn Tours MLK Residential for Upcoming Fit-

ness Class: Our staff & residents would like to thank Jenifer Alcorn for 

touring our MLK site yesterday morning! Jenifer is a retired, undefeated 

WIBA, IWBF, and IBA World Champion female professional boxer. She 

also runs a successful boot-camp called "Team JAB" for those who want 

to better themselves through diet and exercise. Needless to say, many 

of our residents were excited to see her and hear of her interest in vol-

unteering this August. 

Upcoming Events 

August 26th: Fresno 

AIDS Walk fundraiser with 

Buffalo Wild Wings from 

11am to closing. Call  

(559) 970-8477 for info. 

 

August 29th: Shop for a 

Cause at Macy’s. $5  

savings passes are available 

that benefit SJVV and the  

Fresno AIDS Walk. Call  

(559) 970-8477 for info. 

6/30 – LiveSMART’s Day at the Zoo: “Participants from the LiveSMART ‘Eating Smart, Being 

Active’ nutrition class at Parc Grove Commons had the opportunity to attend a day at the Fresno 

Chaffee Zoo. The purpose of the event was to engage the families in physical activity as part of the 

program. The zoo provided the parents and children with an array of fun activities that even in the 

scorching hot sun, the kids did not want to leave. The children were excited to learn how stingrays 

and small sharks live and function in the sea. Every week for the past couple of months, residents at 

Parc Grove have had the opportunity to receive nutrition workshops varying from meal planning to 

healthy recipes. The goal is to provide low-income families information about food choices for 

healthy lifestyles and reducing the risk of chronic diseases, safe food handling, storage and prepara-

tion and making the most of resources to feed the family. Not only are the participants from the 

LiveSMART nutrition classes learning how to change their family’s meal plans, but they are also 

learning how to engage in physical activity as a family. We look forward to sharing the future fun 

activities the program has planned in the next couple of months! The program is administered by 

WestCare California and the University of California Cooperative Extension through a generous 

grant made possible by Kaiser Permanente.” -  Nathaly Juarez, Nutrition Specialist I, LiveSMART 

(Left) Jenifer addressing our women’s morning affirmation group. (Right) 

Cleadus Shelton, Jenifer Alcorn, Rochelle Trujillo and Gabriela McNiel. 



7/2 – SJVV Fresno Thanks 
Their Veterans in a Sweet 

Way: In addition to their regular 
outreach and services, our Fresno 

SJVV program thanked the veterans 

that they serve by hosting a cookie 

and cupcake party.  

7/6 – Teen Bible Academy Volunteers Raise Spirits at MLK Residential: Roughly 20 volunteers from the Teen Bible Academy, 
whose ages range from 13 to 19, visited our MLK Residential site as part of the “Service Week” portion of their summer camp. While 

most volunteers help out by conducting service projects, this day showed a different kind of outreach with time being spent playing with, 
teaching arts and crafts to and singing songs for children in the Learning Center. Other teens simply lent and ear to clients that wanted to 

share their story of loss and redemption. Clients and staff alike urged them to come back.  

7/5 - SJVV Teams up with The Fresno Grizzlies for “Military Appreciation Night”: Our Fresno SJVV program recently tabled 
at a Fresno Grizzlies baseball game in honor of those who have served in and are serving in the military. Proceeds from tickets sold by 

WestCare and SJVV employees benefited the SJVV program. Their outreach specialist, Raymond Gonzales, even threw the first pitch!  

7/8 – Teen Bible Academy Reaches Out to Or-
ange and HomeFront: The Teen Bible Academy 

volunteers returned to help out at our HomeFront & 
Orange/Housing Services sites! Half of the group was 

hard at work planting succulents and other plants at 
Orange. Meanwhile, the rest were next door at 

HomeFront helped sort through donations, clean 
garages and restock their food pantry. As a way to 

say thank you, Senior Vice President of WestCare 
California, Shawn Jenkins, presented a certificate of 

appreciation to each participant. Through their hard 
work and compassion, these young volunteers truly 

know how to “Uplift the Human Spirit.” 

7/10 – POPS Graduation: Over 20 
clients from our MLK Residential facility 

graduated the Proving Our Parenting 
Skills (POPS) Responsible Fatherhood 

Program provided as a service through 
the Fresno Economic Opportunities 

Commission. The course provides re-
sources to Fresno County fathers in 

need of economic stability, employment 
services and activities to promote or 

sustain responsible fatherhood/parenting 
or healthy marriages or relationships.  

7/9 – Catholic 
Charities Donates 

to MLK: On behalf of 
our staff and the cli-

ents that we serve, we 
would like to 

thank Catholic Chari-
ties, Diocese of Fres-

no for their generous 
donation of produce 

to WestCare Califor-
nia, Inc. earlier this 

month!  



7/15 – 17: National Conference to End Homelessness: Man-
agement from WestCare California as well as fellow community part-

ners in the 25 Cities campaign such as the Fresno Housing Authority 
were on hand for the annual National Conference to End Homeless-

ness event in Washington D.C. The event featured speakers and 
workshops that focused on the issues that we as a nation face in the 

fight against homelessness and the tools that we as community pro-
viders can use to solve them.  One activity included dressing up and 

posing as homeless prevention super heroes! Way to go, team! 

7/21 – 25 Cities Outreach Team Potluck: As a way to 
thanks to all of their hard work in surveying and striving to end 

the issue of homelessness in Fresno and Madera, the 25 Cities 
outreach team held a potluck at our housing services office. 

7/18 – 27th Annual Box cart Races: Six of our MLK residents volunteered with the Local 753 Fire station and the Boy Scouts for the 
27th Annual Box Cart Races. Our residents helped set up, register children for racing, sell t-shirts, assist with a raffle give-away, load rac-

ers onto the track and other assignments as directed by Julie and Richard, the event coordinators. The residents enjoyed helping with the 
event and were invited to participate for the next race in April!  

7/21 – Valadao Staff Visits MLK: We would like to thank Erica 
Mello from Congressman David G. Valadao's office for touring our 

MLK site. Our Senior Vice President, Shawn Jenkins, MLK Director, 
Gary Knepper and Men's Unit Coordinator, Cleadus Shelton were 

on hand to talk about all of the WestCare California sites and ser-
vices being provided within in our community. 

7/21 – Nurturing Parenting Graduation: Congratulations to our recent graduates of the 15 week Nurturing Parenting class! We are 
so proud of all that they have accomplished and wish only the best for them and their families in the future! 

7/15 - MLK Clients Earn Their Wings: “We have become quite regular volunteers with 
assisting in the delivery of donated furniture to needy individuals.  Wings Fresno has just 

started up in February of this year and their aim is to provide needed furniture and other 
house hold items to those in need, with a priority going to veterans in need. This is about 

the 6th delivery that we have assisted with.  On our most recent trip, we loaded up furni-

ture ranging from queen beds, recliners and microwaves to hygiene products to be deliv-

ered to five different individuals.  Wings has requested assistance on a weekly basis if we 
have the ability to help them, which we will more than gladly provide as long as we have the 

opportunity to do so.” – Yolanda Martinez - Nunez, RMSC Vocational Specialist 



Would you like your program featured in the WestCare Loop? Please send all content to michael.mygind@westcare.com 

All received content will be submitted for possible publication in WestCare’s national newsletter, The Express. 

Monthly Question: “Everyone seems to take 'selfies' these days. Show us one you are most proud of!” 

“I am most proud of my father who is 

serving his country so proudly and is 

so humble. As of July 30th, he will be 

retiring from active duty serving in 

the US Army after 33 YEARS! He will 

retire as a Chief Warrant Officer 4 – 

huge accomplishment. Needless to 

say that I am so proud and thank him 

every day.” – Angie Edwards, San 

Joaquin Valley Veterans 

“Like any eight-month-old, Destiny is 

curious about many things, but since she 

is surrounded by technology so much, 

she has already figured out how to take 

selfies. So, this was a nice surprise when 

I was looking at pictures on my phone.” - 

Jenny Gonzalez, Director, San 

Joaquin Valley Veterans/YMAX 

Next Month’s Question: “What would you rather see in person: 

The last Game of the World Series, a hit Broadway show or a Beyonce concert?” 

Angie Edwards and her 
father, Jose 

Jenny’s daughter,  
Destiny 

7/24 – WestCare California vs C.A.P. Mushball Game: The WestCare California team had an amazing time playing a friendly game 
of mushball with our neighbors and friends at C.A.P. Recovery! Our team won this round and took home the dream catcher trophy! 

Congratulations to our team and thank you to all of the staff that helped make this happen. For each victory, a ribbon will be tied to the 
trophy bearing that teams name and it will then be put on the line for the next time that the two teams meet.  

7/27 – A New AmeriCorps VISTA 
Begins Their Term: We would like to 

welcome our newest AmeriCorps 
VISTA (Volunteers in Service to Ameri-

ca) member, Lillian Fillpot, who will be 
working with our friends and community 

partners at the Fresno Housing Authori-

ty as their Housing Program and Policy 

Analyst. She is with great company and 
will be doing great things to help the 

homeless population of Fresno county.  

7/24 – 25 – 21st North American Pole Vault-
ing (NAPV) Championships: “Three groups of 

MLK clients assisted with the setup for the NAPV 
Championships that were held on July 24th on the 

streets of Old town Clovis.  The event coordina-
tor, Mr. Bob Fraley, contacted WestCare, as this 

was the fourth year that we have assisted with this 

event.  Our clients assisted with picking up and 

delivering needed items to and from Old Town 
Clovis.  Clients worked in different shifts starting 9 

am Friday through 11pm that night and again for 
the final clean up on Saturday starting at 9am. Fra-

ley was very appreciative of all the help and was so 

inspired after talking with Richard O. that he 
asked if he could come to speak at the facility. The 

event drew a crowd of over 10,000 spectators! 
Fraley said that it has been so much smoother to 

organize with help of our guys!” – Yolanda Mar-
tinez-Nunez, RMSC Vocational Specialist  

7/30 – GRID Alternatives Provides Opportunities for MLK Clients: “Galen C., who has 

been volunteering with GRID Alternatives was presented today with his Team Leader Certificate. 

He is our second client to be awarded this honor. Recipients of this certificate have the ability to 
apply for supervisory positions in the solar industry by demonstrating a thorough knowledge of all 

aspects of solar installation starting from the ground set-up to roof safety and everything in be-
tween.  The first recipient, Toulee V., started working with GRID on July 27th, 2015, with a salaried 

position with full benefits.  We hope Mr. Galen will be able to follow suit soon, but he now has the 
ability to really stand out as he looks for employment in the solar industry.  GRID continues to be a 

great place for training and we look forward to start sending another small group of our clients out 
to begin their training soon.” - Yolanda Martinez-Nunez, RMSC Vocational Specialist  


