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Thoughts from the Editor 

“Are you following our social media accounts? The Loop comes out once a month, but we’re posting on social media every day! 

Please see the links below. Thank you and happy holidays!” - Michael Mygind, Special Projects Officer  
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In the Loop with WestCare California 

“WestCare Family, 
 

Can you believe that it is December already? I was just getting use to 2015 and 

now here comes 2016.  While our days and months seem to fly by, please don’t 

forget to remember how instrumental each of you have been in ‘Uplifting the 

Human Spirit’ in thousands of lives across the state.  It was easy to see the fruits 

of your labor at the Graduation we just celebrated at the Tower Theater in 

Fresno on November 19th. To see the fresh, vibrant faces of those graduates 

and the kind words they spoke about all of you was like chicken soup for the 

soul. By the time you read this, you will just have finished the Thanksgiving Holiday 

and I hope it was a blessed one for each and every one of you and your families. Now we head into 

the Christmas season and we hope to see you at the annual holiday celebration on December 4th. 

The committee has worked very hard on the event and I am sure it will be filled with good food, 

friends and laughter. As we move through this month, please be reminded of how fortunate we all are 

as we see so many each and every day that envy the lives we have. It is easy to take for granted what 

we have and only look at what is missing in our lives.  If you remain grateful for what you have while 

striving to improve yourself, not only will you feel better about yourself, but it will be infectious and 

the people around you will feel better.  Remember to say kind things and genuinely ask people how 

they are doing and listen to both the spoken and unspoken messages. From WestCare California and 

I, please except our gratitude for being a part of our family and helping us fulfill our mission as we 

continue to strive to ‘Uplift the Human Spirit.’”   
 

Sincerely, 

Shawn A. Jenkins, Senior Vice President, WestCare California 

Shawn Jenkins 
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Debra Borjas (Left) and one of our satisfied veterans (Right). 

Staff Spotlight: Debra Borjas 
 

“We want to give kudos to Debra Borjas, here at San Joaquin Valley Vet-

erans (SJVV). She helps out the Veteran advocates so much with Walmart 

Requests 3x a week and 2 clients per day. Sometimes, she is over-

whelmed with Walmart Shopping Requests, scheduling and calling the Vet-

erans, but she knows the true meaning of a team player. She loves to see 

our Veterans happy when she delivers the Walmart home goods. She also 

kept us organized and helped us out so much at the Veterans parade. We 

would’ve been lost without her!” – Fellow staff at SJVV Fresno  

Treatment and Rehabilitation News 

11/19 - Fall 2015 Graduation: We were proud to induct the largest number of graduates in recent memory into our West-

Care California alumni! These men, women and adolescents completed all phases of their treatment programs and walked the 

stage of the historic Tower Theater. The night was filled with reflection, song and powerful messages including a lively keynote 

address by public speaker, Pastor Bobby Guerra. For the over 600 individuals in attendance and our newest graduates, it was 

truly an amazing night. Every graduate was given the chance to thank those who helped them through the process and lend ad-

vice to the hundreds on hand who are still going through our treatments programs. “It’s not easy getting right here. It’s not for 

cowards. It’s not for people who are weak. It’s not for lazy people. It’s for courageous people! It’s for people who want to live!,” 

exclaimed an exuberant Richard Vargas as he took the podium. Congratulations to our newest graduates! We wish them all 

nothing but the best in their lives on this new road that lies ahead. 

11/20 -  Holiday Luncheon at Turtle Lodge: WestCare 

staff Jeff Estes and Annette Ortega took five clients to cele-

brate their Native American heritage at a holiday luncheon 

hosted by Turtle Lodge. There was drumming, good food, old 

and new friends and plenty of fun to be had that day. Andrea 

N. got down and dirty during the cherry pie eating contest 

even though she did not finish her pie first, she gave it a valiant 

effort. All WestCare clients and staff who attended took a new 

unwrapped toy to donate to the Toys 4 Tots drive being held 

there. It was great time for both the clients and the staff. 

11/24 – Nurturing Parenting Graduation: Congratulations to 

our recent graduates of the 15 week Nurturing Parenting class! 

The 15 graduates were awarded a certificate and were asked to 

present not only a picture that they drew of what their family 

means to them, but read a letter that they wrote to their chil-

dren, despite the tears that many had to hold back or wipe away 

while reading. We are so proud of all that they have accomplished 

and wish only the best for them and their families in the future! 

(Left) Left to right: Casey G, Rachel G, Jennifer H, Andrea N, Leslie M, Jeff Estes and 
Annette Ortega. (Right) Andrea N takes on the pie eating contest. 
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11/6 – 11/11 Day for the Brave Fundraiser: WestCare California and San 

Joaquin Valley Veterans (SJVV) were proud to take part in a new movement 

to give back to those who have given so much for the United States: our na-

tion’s 22 million veterans. From November 6th until Veterans Day, Novem-

ber 11, we participated in Day For The Brave, the nation’s first online giving 

event to exclusively raise funds and awareness for the local veterans who are 

experiencing homelessness that we serve in Fresno, Madera, Merced, Kings, 

San Joaquin, Stanislaus and Tulare Counties. Thanks to our donors and tire-

less social media efforts of our staff, we were able to raise $2,615 to provide 

Welcome Home Kits to 

 veterans in need. We also re-

ceived a bonus of $3,000 for 

ranking 1st in the list of cities 

involved in the 25 Cities cam-

paign, 1st in the “Housing and Humanitarian Aid” category, 3rd in the “Large Non-

profit” category and for receiving the most donations on Veteran’s Day during the 

hour of 9:00pm to 10:00pm!  

11/10 - SJVV Hanford Thanks Their Veterans with a Veterans’ Day 

Luncheon: Staff at SJVV Hanford took the time out of their day to prepare 

a meal for the veterans that they serve in honor of Veterans’ Day and every-

thing that they have put on the line for our country and our freedom. The 

event also served as a great opportunity for Veteran Advocates to meet the 

clients that they haven't served themselves.  

Veterans News 

11/24 - The Living Room Gives Back to Volunteers, Donors and the 

Needy: Staff at the Living Room held a Thanksgiving luncheon to say thanks to 

their volunteers from MAC Cosmetics who have given their time at The Living 

Room and to donors and community partners from the Imperial Dove Court 

who have shown their support throughout the years. After the meal, the remain-

ing food was served to over 60 homeless individuals on Belmont Avenue! 

Education and Prevention News 

11/11 - 2015 Fresno Veterans’ Day Parade: Our San Joaquin Valley Veterans (Fresno) and WestCare California, Inc. staff 

were on hand for what was an amazing parade in honor of those who have served our country and those who continue to.  
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11/4 - Kaplan 

College Career 

Fair: Our Market-

ing Department of 

Gabriela and Mi-

chael attended a 

career fair at 

Kaplan College in 

Clovis to talk 

about the various 

career and volun-

teer opportunities 

that we offer.  

11/26 - HomeFront Thanksgiving: 

Our HomeFront program provided their resi-

dents and their children with hot meals to 

show just how thankful they are for everything 

that they have done for our country. 

Marketing News  

11/24 - SJVV Fresno Thanks Their Veterans with a 

Thanksgiving Luncheon: Staff at SJVV Fresno took the 

time out of their day to prepare a meal for the veterans 

that they serve to show just how thankful they are of eve-

rything that they have done in their time with the armed 

services. In all, the staff served over 75 veterans! 

Veterans News (Continued from Page 3) 

Question of the Month:  “Using your own criteria for favorite month, how does December 

rate on a scale of 1 to 12? (With 1 being the best).  And explain the ranking.” 

“#1 because it’s the month of giving. I know that giving stuff to people really brings 

out the best in you and the best in the person you’re giving to.” - James Glass, 

Kitchen Manager/Maintenance, Bakersfield Residential  

James Glass 

“For me, it would be a three. When I was a kid, I really loved December because of the winter 

break from school, the season of Christmas, the food and of course Santa. Today, I still love it, 

but it seems more commercial and it seems like everyone wants to outdo everyone else. I still 

love the parties, the food and of course Santa, but could use less commercialization and more 

love.” - Raymond Gonzales, Outreach Counselor, San Joaquin Valley Veterans  

Raymond Gonzales 

Gabriela McNiel 

“I’d rate December as a number 3. I enjoy Halloween and Thanksgiving much more than Christ-

mas. I think the craziness of the stores and the pressure of Black Friday are what I least enjoy. For 

those reasons, I end up buying a lot of the presents for family online to avoid that chaos! : ) I do 

love listening to Christmas music though!” - Gabriela McNiel, Director of Marketing, Admin  

11/23 - 25 - CalTrans/DRC Spreads Joy with Toys for 

Tots : Every year since 2008, Tamra Viera, Coordinator of the 

Day Reporting Center, has been organizing crews from the MLK 

Campus, DRC clients and Caltrans Crews to help in the over-

whelming task of sorting, organizing and distributing toys for our 

local community programs and children.  Tamra works tirelessly 

every year to follow the 

motto of every child having 

a toy for Christmas. This 

year was no exception 

with our DRC CalTrans 

crew doing their part to 

share the joy. 

Criminal Justice News  
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Would you like your program featured in the WestCare Loop? Please send all content to michael.mygind@westcare.com 

All received content will also be submitted for possible publication in WestCare’s national newsletter, The Express. 

Question of the Month for January:  “When you were in high school, did you have future goals? 

What were they?” 

Upcoming Events: December 2015/January 2016 
 

12/1/15: #GivingTuesday 

Help us spread awareness of the services that we provide and why we do what we do by  

posting your own #GivingTuesday #Unselfie! Email info.ca@westcare.com for information.  

 

    12/1/15: World AIDS Day Candlelight March 

6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. at the LGBT Community Center,1067 N. Fulton, Fresno, CA 93728 

 

12/3/15: World AIDS Day Quilt Viewing 

4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. at The Painted Table, 1211 N Wishon, Fresno, CA 93728 

 

12/4/15: WestCare California Holiday/Staff Appreciation Luncheon 

11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. at Wedgewood Wedding and Banquet Center, 4584 W. Jacquelyn Ave Fresno, CA 93722  

 
 

12/5/15: 17th Annual Hell’s Angels Toy Run  

All donations will benefit the children of WestCare California and other community organizations. 

11:00 a.m. at The Poverello House, 412 F St. Fresno, CA 93706  

 
 

 1/26 - 1/28/16: 2016 Point in Time Count 

The Fresno Madera Continuum of Care (FMCoC) is conducting a 2016 Point-in-Time (PIT) count 

to identify the housing and service needs of the sheltered and unsheltered homeless population in 

our community. This three-day effort will assist in the national goal of ending chronic and Veteran 

homelessness by 2016.  

To register for the Fresno count, please visit: 

http://bit.ly/FresnoPIT  

To register for the Madera count, please visit: 

http://bit.ly/MaderaPIT  

For more information on volunteering, please contact Gabriela McNiel:  

559-970-8477  gabriela.mcniel@westcare.com   

Erin Shelton 

“December rates a 1 on my monthly scale. December is a magical time with the lights twinkling in the 

crisp night sky. It's a time with friends and family, hot chocolate and warm blankets. Christmas is my 

favorite time of year because I love to give presents to the ones that I love and it's a huge bonus that 

Christmas happens to be in December! December also means big warm jackets and fluffy scarves, bak-

ing cookies and other good treats, Christmas movies (my all-time favorite is “Elf”) and the gathering of 

people who make your world a better place. I know that you can do all of these things in any of the 

months of the year, but they don't seem the same unless they are in December. I also love decorating 

for the holidays as Christmas is probably the only holiday that I decorate for. These are just a few of 

my favorite things!” - Erin Shelton, Administrative Assistant, CCFW LTOP 

Question of the Month (Continued from Page 4) 
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