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“WestCare Family, 

  
The first thing that 

comes to mind for 

many when they 

think of November 

is Thanksgiving, but 

it is also a big month 

for our Veterans of the Armed Forces 

with the observance of Veterans Day on the 11th. It goes without saying that these two 

holidays go hand in hand with all that our Veterans have put on the line to ensure our na-

tion’s freedoms remain intact and that our families and loved ones are safe. For the second 

year in a row, WestCare California is proud to 

take part in the #GivingTuesday fundraising cam-

paign presented by Razoo to support the Veter-

ans that we proudly serve through our San 

Joaquin Valley Veterans program. This campaign 

will take place on Tuesday, November, 29th. All 

funds raised through this year’s drive will go to-

wards purchasing bicycles for our Veterans that 

do not have a form of transportation and need a 

means to not only get around town, but aid 

them in their search for a job.  If you would like 

to contribute, please keep your eye out for a 

flyer to be sent out by our marketing team to make a donation of any size in support of 

one of our fellow programs.  Through the generosity and efforts of our amazing staff, we 

were able to raise funds for welcome home kits for our Vets. We hope to make this anoth-

er great year of giving, but cannot do it without your support! This is our chance to help 

give back to help those who have already 

given us so much.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Shawn A. Jenkins,  

Senior Vice President,  

WestCare California 

 

 

Shawn Jenkins 

#WestCareCA   

https://www.facebook.com/WestCareCalifornia/?fref=ts
https://westcarecalifornia.wordpress.com/
https://plus.google.com/+WestCareCaliforniaMLKFacilityFresno/posts
https://www.instagram.com/westcarecalifornia/
https://www.youtube.com/user/WestCareCAInc
https://twitter.com/westcareca
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California News 

10/20: WestCare California Sports Purple for Domestic Violence Awareness! 

In honor of National Domestic Violence Awareness Month, WestCare staff wore purple on Thursday, October 20 as 

part of the 11th Annual observance of Purple Thursday. 

10/31: WestCare California Gets in the Halloween Spirit! 

Our WestCare California staff got into the Halloween spirit by showing off their great costumes at work! Looking 

good, everybody! 
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Criminal Justice News 

Working to Prevent Recidivism 
Wire article courtesy of GRID Alternatives 

“It can’t be that hard 

to start your life 

over.  All you have to 

do is get a job then the 

rest falls in to place 

right? If you just work 

hard and avoid break-

ing the law again, you 

should be able to 

maintain a job and secure a home and all the other things 

you need to thrive. Then you just live and work and life 

goes on… So why is it that 76.6% of people who have 

been incarcerated are re-incarcerated within 5 years of 

being released? I asked one of our re-entering volunteers 

about his experience with recidivism. After Markus Dura-

zo’s fourth time being released he decided it was going to 

be his last time and enrolled in a local drug rehabilitation 

facility hoping for the assistance necessary to re-enter so-

ciety successfully. He did not receive the help he needed. 

He was donated clothes that were way too large to fit 

him properly. Markus had nothing but determination 

when he set out on his job search with no direction, no 

resume, and no clue how he was going to find a job. This 

man walked the town going in to all of the places people 

would typically go at their last resort to apply for an entry 

level position, such as fast food restaurants and clothing 

stores. After searching for months and being rejected by 

the most undesirable employers in town he became dis-

couraged, feeling that, if fast food restaurants wouldn’t 

hire him, no one would. He was kicked out of the drug 

rehabilitation program for failure to gain employment in 

the given amount of time, putting him right back in the 

place that lead to his incarceration. Homeless and hungry 

with no means of survival, Markus made money the way 

he knew how. He was re-incarcerated for selling narcot-

ics. If given the proper tools and resources, Markus’s 

chances of successfully re-entering society would have 

been much greater. If employers were more willing to 

look beyond a person’s background and criminal history 

and give some level of hope to these individuals, this may 

have been Markus’s last trip. Now Markus is attempting to 

re-enter society again, only this time, he will be successful 

because he has a proper support system. His current pro-

gram, WestCare, is providing the resources and direction  

needed to start over the right way. With great vocational 

counselors, Markus is receiving assistance in resume build-

ing and direction on where to look for work, as well as 

other various resources that will help him succeed.  A 

person with a criminal record can succeed, and even ex-

cel in a lucrative career. They just need the opportunity 

to show employers how hard they can work and direction 

to employers who are willing to look at the individual ra-

ther the individual’s past mistakes. Many companies in the 

solar construction industry are willing to overlook crimi-

nal history, giving people the opportunity to earn a good 

living based on their work ethic. I am grateful to be part 

of an organization that helps people take advantage of that 

opportunity. GRID is very thankful for the assistance we 

receive from the volunteers who are re-entering society. 

Volunteers coming from WestCare are always reliable 

and work hard on every install they attend. We see how 

hard they work and how much they want a better life. 

Working with re-entering people is very important to im-

proving society as a whole. If we open our minds and 

hearts and give people opportunities to do better, there 

will be less crime and more productive people in the 

world.”   

Veterans News 

October:  Bikes for Our Vets 

Thanks to the kindness of a generous community donor, 

Mike Hopper of Hanford, two families have been uplifted 

through the donation of bicycles to Ronald M. and his 

daughter as well as Jeremy L. Mike provided a brand new 

helmet out of his own pocket for Ronald’s daughter who 

said it is her “favorite color.” Thank you Mike for all that 

you do to enrich the lives of our veterans and their fami-

lies! 
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Education and Prevention News 

10/22 – The 5th Annual Fresno AIDS Walk:  

The 5th Annual Fresno 

AIDS Walk benefiting 

our HIV/AIDS social 

support program, The 

Living Room, was a 

wonderful day of aware-

ness, support and re-

membrance as well as a 

high point for the annual fundraiser! Hundreds participat-

ed in the 2k walk and 5k run through Fresno’s Woodward 

Park. Highlights included a heartfelt speech from Con-

gressman, Jim Costa, a dove release in respect for those 

that we’ve lost, live entertainment, an awards ceremony 

and more. The event was a success in large part to the 

volunteer efforts of our WestCare California staff and our 

residents from our MLK residential facility, one of which, 

won the gold medal in the Men’s 5k run! With each pass-

ing year, we hope 

to see this event 

grow to become 

one of California’s 

largest HIV/AIDS 

awareness events! 

10/27 - Teddy Bears of the World Pay the 

Children of MLK Residential  a Visit: 

The children of our MLK Residential facility received a 

treat from the community volunteers from Teddy Bears 

of the World, who visited with a stuffed animal for each 

child and shared 

the story of 

how teddy 

bears came to 

be. On behalf of 

our children 

and their par-

ents, thank you! 

10/27 - MLK Volunteers Recognized for 

Supporting the Walk to End Alzheimer’s: 
We would like to thank the Alzheimer's Association of 

Fresno for recognizing the hard work of our volunteers 
from our MLK Residential facility at the recent Fresno/

Clovis Walk to End Alzheimer's! Thank you for allowing 

them to help 

make the 

walk the 

success that 

it was!   

Treatment and Rehabilitation News 

10/21 - MLK Carves Up Halloween Spirit: 
The wonderful women and men from our MLK Residen-

tial programs got into the spirit by carving Jack O' Lan-

terns! Thanls to Team Jab for their donation of pumpkins! 
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Question of the Month: 

“What’s Your Favorite  

Television Commercial?” 

 

Tracy Herrera, MLK Residential 

“I just wanted to take a moment 

to recognize a staff member 

who has gone above and be-

yond here at the MLK facility. A 

week or so ago, I was ap-

proached by a client who asked 

me for a special request. This 

client asked me to make a certificate for her counselor, 

Tracy. When asked why she wanted to give her a certifi-

cate, the client stated that her counselor Tracy ‘Always 

goes above and beyond for her clients. She believes in us 

when no one else does and she deserves to be recog-

nized for it.’ I, as a staff member, completely agree. Tracy 

puts her whole heart into her work. She strives to be the 

best counselor that she can be on a daily basis. I am truly 

blessed to get the opportunity to work with someone like 

her and I am honored to be able to call her my friend. I 

appreciate her hard work and dedication to WestCare’s 

clients. She truly does uplift the human spirit!” – Jessie 

Alcorn, RMSC Job Coach, MLK Residential  

“Mine is the ‘Keep America the Beautiful’ PSA from 

the 1970’s with the Indian Chief that sheds a single 

tear after seeing the land around him covered in 

trash.” – Janelle Schneider, Grant Development 

Specialist, Administration 

Kudos!: 
Phillip L., Day Reporting Center 

“Help us congratulate 

Phillip L! Phillip is one of 

our most recent West-

Care California Day Re-

porting Center (DRC) 

graduates. He was a highly 

motivated and an active 

participant who was on 

the Caltrans Central Valley District 6 work training 

crew. Phillip was praised for interviewing so well and 

worked hard on the job. He took safety very seriously 

and encouraged his peers. Phillip has achieved a lot since 

he was released from prison and worked hard to im-

prove his life. His hard work and effort toward a better 

life paid off when he was recently hired full time at a 

landscaping company here in Fresno. Phillip is a proud 

father and husband and we are all very proud of him at 

WestCare DRC.” - Edan Keven, AS CATC II, Case 

Manager, Day Reporting Center  

Susie Ostad, CCTRP - San Diego 

“We would like to extend our heart-

felt appreciation and highest grati-

tude to Susie, our educator and men-

tor at CCTRP San Diego. She has 

never failed to meet us right where 

we are as individuals during this 

learning process in our lives. We 

commend her for always looking out 

for our personal needs and giving us a deep feeling of 

accomplishment that keeps us focused on our goals. Her 

selfless approach to teaching has no doubt instilled many 

positive attributes that will serve us in all areas of our 

lives. Thank you, Suzie. You are truly one of a kind. You 

have made us see ourselves as achievers and for that we 

humbly give our sincere thanks.” - Your students at 

CCTRP - San Diego (Written By Penny M.) 

Staff Recognition Kudos!: 
Amanda Quiroz, SJVV - Hanford 

“This is Amanda Quiroz, Veteran Ad-

vocate. I gave her the ‘Caught Being 

Good’ chip because whatever I ask 

her to do, she does it and she does it 

with a smile. Not only does she work 

well with her fellow co-workers, but 

she works well with her clients too. 

She is really an asset and I am glad she is on my team.” - 

Erica Sanchez, Lead Veteran Advocate, San Joaquin 

Valley Veterans - Hanford 

Toni Harrison,  

The Living Room 
Winner of the August CORE 

award for Target for excel-
lence in program specific ob-

jectives in the Health and 

Wellness/Housing group. 

Question of the Month for December:  

“What is Your Favorite Memory of the Holiday Season? 
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Program Directory 

Fresno Office 

1505 N. Chestnut 

Fresno, CA 93703 

(559) 251-4800 

Services: Management, Administra-

tive Support, Human Resources, 

Accounting/Billing, Contract Compli-

ance, IT Support, Marketing/Media, 

Procurement, Creative Services 

Administration 

The Living Room 

901 E. Belmont 

Fresno, CA 93701 

(559) 486-1469 

Services: Case Management, Hot 

Meals Program, Housing Opportuni-

ties for Persons With AIDS 

(HOPWA), Linkage to Testing and 

Medical Care, Social Support 

Education and Prevention 

MLK Residential 

2772 S. MLK Blvd 

Fresno, CA 93706 

(559) 265-4800 

Services: Men’s/Women’s Short 

Term Residential, Men’s/Women’s 

Long-Term Residential, Residential 

Treatment Program for Women and Children (M’ella), Resi-

dential Treatment Program for Men and Children: Papa Natal, 

Residential Multi Service Center (RMSC) 

Y-MAX Adolescent Program 

410 E. 7th St,  

Suite 5, 7, 9  

Hanford, CA 93230 

(559) 584-8100 

Services: Adolescent Outpatient 

Drug-Free Program 

Treatment and Rehabilitation  

Liberty Plaza (Sober Living)  

4605 E. Liberty Fresno, CA 93702 

(559) 237-3420 Ext. 20367 

Services: Sober Living for Women 

Bakersfield Residential  

2901 S. H Street Bakersfield, CA  

93304 

(661) 398-4303 

Services: Men’s Long-term Residen-

tial, Adult Outpatient Program 

Belmont Health & Wellness 

611 E. Belmont Fresno, CA 93701 

(559) 237-3420 

Services: Admissions, Adolescent 

Outpatient Drug-Free Program, 

Adult Outpatient Program,  

Day Reporting Center (DRC) 

McKinney Plaza (Sober Living) 

1388 & 1398 E. Bulldog Ln  

Fresno, CA 93710  

(559) 237-3420 Ext. 20367 

Services: Sober Living for Men  

 

Crisis Psychiatric Response  

Services (CPRS) 

209 E. 7th St. 

Madera, CA 93638 

(559) 673-3508 

Services: Mobile emergency  

department response services, 

Mental health services, crisis intervention, wellness planning, dis-

charge planning, Consumer centered and team based interven-

tions, Service coordination to adults and older adults receiving 

services from designated hospital emergency departments within 

Madera County who are deemed appropriate for an assessment 

for involuntary psychiatric treatment pursuant to California Wel-

fare and Institutions Code Section 5150 

Mental Health and Wellness 

Supportive Overnight Stay 

(SOS) 

2772 S. MLK Blvd 

Fresno, CA 93706 

(559) 512-6802 

Services: Provide a safe, supportive 

environment to spend the night for 

individuals who arrive at an ER with a mental health condition 

needing services that don’t require a legal hold, Case Manage-

ment and transportation to ensure client engagement with 

outpatient mental health services, Linkages to outpatient men-

tal health programs and supportive services such as housing, 

food stamps, general assistance and SSI 
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Veterans Services 

Merced 

399 George Drive  

BLDG. F 

Merced, CA 95341 

(209) 662-6073 

Stockton 

4545 Georgetown Pl.  

Building D 

Stockton, CA 95207 

(209) 662-6073 

Fresno 

1617 E. Saginaw Way 

Suite 102 

Fresno, CA 93704 

(559) 255-8838 

San Joaquin Valley Veterans (SJVV) 

Services: Drop-In and Ancillary Services, Supportive Services 

For Veteran Families (Services provided to Veterans through 

SSVF include:  Short-term case management, legal assistance, 

housing counseling services and placement assistance, financial 

planning services, financial assistance for move in, eviction pre-

vention, utilities, transportation, childcare and emergen-

cy supplies.) 

Hanford 

410 E. 7th St 

Suite 5 

Hanford, CA 93230 

(559) 584-8100 

HomeFront 

3605 Eugenia  

Fresno, CA 93725 

(559) 266-1169 

Services: Transitional housing 

for female Veterans with/without 

children for up to two years, 

case management 

Vet’s Plaza 

119 N. Calaveras  

Fresno, CA 93721 

(559) 241-8751 

Services: Transitional housing 

for male Veterans for up to 

two years, case management 

Housing Opportunities 

Housing Services 

2443 S. Orange Fresno, CA 

93725 

(559) 241-8753 

Services: Assistance with sup-

portive housing to families who 

are currently or chronically 

homeless, Project LiftOff: Housing programs for low income 

families with a disabled family member, Emergency Solutions 

Grant (ESG), HERO (Homeless Engagement Resource Out-

reach) Team. 

Bakersfield 

2901 S. H St. 

Bakersfield, CA 93304 

(661) 326-0485 

Fresno 

2772 S. MLK Blvd 

Fresno, CA  93706 

(559) 265-4800 

Specialized Treatment for Optimized Programming 

(STOP) 

Services: Case management, treatment placement in residen-

tial, outpatient  and sober living, domestic violence education, 

vocational training, pre-employment, job placement services 

and transportation from prison to treatment. 

Chico 

2585 Ceanothus Ave. 

Suite 170 

Chico, CA 95973 

(530) 830-1180 

Area 1 

Area 3 

Sacramento 

1804 Tribute Rd. 

Sacramento, CA 95815 

(916) 564-4400 

 

Criminal Justice 
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Program Directory (Continued) 

Would you like your program featured in the WestCare Loop? Please send all content to michael.mygind@westcare.com 

All received content will also be submitted for possible publication in WestCare’s national newsletter, The Express. 8 

Re-Entry Hub - Women’s Services: Provides 250 female 

inmates where treatment services are based on the Cognitive 

Behavioral Therapy (CBT) principles with a strong focus on 

continued treatment upon parole. 

Folsom State Prison (FSP) 

300 Prison Rd, 

Represa, CA 95671 

(916) 985-2561 Ext. 4086 

Stockton 

1609 N. Wilson Way 

Stockton, CA 95205 

(209) 642-8488 

Custody to Community Transitional Reentry  

Program (CCTRP) 

Services: Provides treatment services to female inmates (83 

in San Diego, 50 in Stockton) who have a minimum of 45 day 

and a maximum of 2 years left on their sentence. We provide 

an array of gender responsive trauma informed services includ-

ing substance abuse, mental health, domestic violence, educa-

tion, vocational and employment readiness. 

Long Term Offender Program (LTOP) - Women’s 

Services: A cognitive based program that includes substance 

abuse treatment specifically structured for long-term offenders 

who will not be released in the near future. 

Central Calif. Women’s  

Facility (CCWF) 

23370 Road 22 

Chowchilla, CA 93610 

(559) 665-1408 

San Diego 

3050 Armstrong St. 

San Diego, CA 92111 

(619) 359-8266 

Long Term Offender Program (LTOP) - Men’s 

Services: Serves Long Term Male Offenders who will not be 

released in the near future. Provides access to cognitive behav-

ior therapy programs, substance abuse, criminal thinking, anger 

management and family relationships. 

Calif. State Prison 

2100 Peabody Rd. 

Vacaville, CA  95687 

(707) 451-0182 

Calif. Men’s Colony 

CA Highway 1 

San Luis Obispo, CA 93409 

(805) 547-7900 Ext. 7966 

Criminal Justice (Continued from Page 7)  

Single Level Substance Use Disorder Treatment 

(SUDT) Program - Men’s Services: Provides evidence-

based SUDT programming to male inmates who are high-risk 

offenders. 

Corcoran State 

Prison (CSP) 

4001 King Avenue 

Corcoran, CA 93212 

Wasco State Prison 

(WSP) 

701 Scofield Avenue,  

Wasco, CA 93280 

(661) 758-8400 Ext 6181 

Calif. Correctional  

Institute (CCI) 

24900 Highway 202 

Tehachapi, CA 93561 

(661) 822-4402 Ext 4503 

Sierra Conservation 

Center (SCC) 

5100 O'Byrnes Ferry Rd. 

Jamestown, CA 95327 

(209) 984-5291 Ext 5637 

Multi-Level Substance Use Disorder Treatment 

(SUDT) Program - Men’s Services: Provides multi-level 

evidence-based SUDT substance abuse, criminal thinking, anger 

management and family relationships programming for male 

inmates who are high-risk offenders. 

Men’s In-Prison  

Rehabilitative Cognitive  

Behavioral Treatment (CBT) 

Program: Opening soon 

Pelican Bay State Prison (PBSP) 

5905 Lake Earl Drive 

Crescent City, CA 95531 

(707) 465-1000  

mailto:michael.mygind@westcare.com

