
In the Loop with WestCare California 

The WestCare California Loop is a monthly email designed to keep you in the 

loop with all of our wonderful programs in California. Has your department gone 

above and beyond? Planned an event for clients? Volunteered? Worked in the com-

munity? We want to know about it! Send your program updates to me personally, or 

talk to your program’s development team member. We do incredible things at West-

Care CA, it’s time we all stayed in the loop - let’s celebrate each other! Keep uplifting 

the human spirit and changing lives!   - Michael Mygind, Special Projects Officer 

Welcome to the WestCare California Loop! February 15th, 2013 

March 2nd, 2013: Chinatown Parade - Event 
at 10am, parade at 12pm on F St. between 

Tulare and Kern 
March 6th, 2013: AIDS Walk Planning Com-
mittee Meeting at The Living Room (901 E 

Belmont Fresno, CA 93701) First meeting at 
3:30pm and second meeting at 6:00pm. 
March 7th - 8th, 2013: SASCA Faces of 

Change at University Square Hotel in Fresno, 
CA. For info, visit the official event site:  

http://facesofchange2013.eventbrite.com 

Upcoming Events Employee Spotlight 

Recent Happenings at WestCare California... 

AmeriCorps VISTA: Interviews have begun for new employees that will be working 

under the AmeriCorps VISTA (Volunteers in Service To America) program to help in the 

areas of communication, education/outreach, grant writing, and media within our administra-

tive office and Fresno SJVV program. They are expected to be selected, trained and ready 

for work this coming April.  

Random Acts of Kindness!: Typically, Random Acts of kindness week lasts from 

February 11th until the 17th, but the staff of WestCare California have set their sights 

past the 17th to make “Paying it forward” it a regular habit. From feeding the hungry to 

lending a stranger a bus token, these acts have instilled a sense of pride in staff for the 

work that we do and that helping is not restricted to just the field of recovery. To 
spread the spirit, the OPTIONS program has devoted a wall at their site that their 

consumers will write acts of kindness on that they’ve seen or committed to push that 

this should be a life-long habit. One staff member provided tuition so that an underpriv-

ileged station could take CNA courses.  Another staff member donated half of the 

clothes in her closet to the homeless. Other staff members have noted acts of kindness 

that strangers have committed such as simply holding a door open or letting them use a 

cell phone instead of a pay phone. While there are many more deeds to list, it’s evident 

that WestCare is truly about “Uplifting the Human Spirit!” Great job, everyone! 

Wearing Red for Awareness: WestCare 

California staff from various programs took 

part on February 1st to show their support for 

Women's’ Heart Health Awareness Day by 

proudly wearing the color red.  

Frank Torrez, OPTIONS, 

shows  a consumer the 

proper way to knot a tie.  

Pictured from left to Right: 

Barbara Varner, Raymond 
Gonzales, Burnett Irons, Lynn 
Pimentel,      Margaret Soza 

& Susan Shaw 

Would you like your program featured in the WestCare Loop? Contact Michael Mygind at michael.mygind@westcare.com 

Save the Date! 

3/2/13: Fresno Chinese New Year 

Parade: WestCare California will be 

taking part in the annual Chinese New 

Year Parade on March 2nd in Fresno’s 

historical Chinatown district.  WestCare 

California’s various programs will be fea-
tured in a float going through Fresno’s 
historic Chinatown District. The event 

starts at 10am and the parade begins at 
12pm on F St. between Tulare and Kern 

street. 

3/7 - 3/8/2013: Faces of Change: This year’s Faces of 

Change conference is coming up! Dr. Igor Koutsenok and 

PAII J.D. Garcia will be returning this year to give presenta-

tions. Speakers from CDCR and POC will also be present. All 

SASCA staff are encouraged to register online by 2/28  at:                

http://facesofchange2013.eventbrite.com 

The 2013 Fresno AIDS Walk gets an early boost!: In the 

midst of initial planning for the 2013 Fresno AIDS Walk, Macy’s 

has recently donated a sum of $5,000.00 to the walk in support of 

the Living Room and its continued mission to provide HIV/AIDS 

awareness and services to the Fresno area. Macy’s has taken a firm 

stand in funding programs that conduct research or provide ser-

vices regarding the HIV/AIDS virus for the past 31 years with 

similar donations totaling up to over $31 million.  

Veterans to the Rescue!: Late last month, Richard B., lead resident from Veterans Plaza, noticed a  

suspicious truck that was empty and left running. Richard took the initiative and called the police and 

gave them the plate number. The vehicle was stolen, but was abandoned behind the Veterans Plaza 

complex. Thanks to Richard’s actions, the police wrapped up the situation and were able to return the 

vehicle to its rightful owner. This was done selflessly as an act of good-faith, but on behalf of SJVV and 
WestCare California, we would like to salute Richard and his fellow helpful veterans for not only their 

years of service to our country, but their continued service to all of those around them. 

http://facesofchange2013.eventbrite.com/
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