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Shawn Jenkins 

“WestCare Family, 

 

With the Holidays fast approaching, it is a time of the year to share 

with family and friends and flash back over our memories of what we 

call the good old days.  Some of these memories are funny and it is 

not uncommon to see groups of people talking and laughing to the 

point of tears.  Some of our memories are sad as we remember 

those whom are no longer with us because they have changed em-

ployment or in some cases, have passed away. You will also see people gathering to talk 

about their future and the excitement, anxiety or fear that is brought into their lives from 

having their first child, purchasing a new home or starting a new job.  Also, when we talk 

about family and friends, some would look outside of the four walls in which we work, 

which would be a mistake. A large amount of our lives is spent at work and we find in our 

colleagues/coworkers a place for our idle chitchat and sometimes an outlet to share our 

most intimate thoughts and feelings. I have over my 25 plus year career here at WestCare 

met some of the most amazing people in my life and in some cases have become closer to 

them than people in my own blood family.  While I have been witness to the tremendous 

amount of growth in the types of people that we serve, the number of people that we 

serve and the number of staff that we have employed over the years here at WestCare I 

have always considered all of you as an extended part of my family and a blessing in my life. 

As we go into this holiday time, I hope we can spend more time reflecting on the gifts and 

blessings we have received from life and less on what we feel we don’t have or have yet to 

achieve.  Remember there can be great joy achieved from giving and the power of a kind 

word, a hug and letting those around you know that your love for them is unmeasurable. 

As part of my family, may your life be filled with joy and happiness and may each new day 

bring you new moments to cherish.” 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Shawn A. Jenkins,  

Senior Vice President,  

WestCare California 

#WestCareCA   

https://www.facebook.com/WestCareCalifornia/?fref=ts
https://westcarecalifornia.wordpress.com/
https://plus.google.com/+WestCareCaliforniaMLKFacilityFresno/posts
https://www.instagram.com/westcarecalifornia/
https://www.youtube.com/user/WestCareCAInc
https://twitter.com/westcareca
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California News 

November: WestCare California Celebrates Thanksgiving 

Our WestCare California family celebrated Thanksgiving by showing their appreciation for those that they serve in a 

variety of ways. Our Fresno San Joaquin Valley Veterans staff hosted a luncheon to give thanks to their Vets for all that 

they have done for our country. The Living Room, hosted a luncheon for their friends, supporters and WestCare staff 

to say thanks for their support of the program with help from volunteers from M.A.C. Cosmetics whom gave their 

time to prepare and serve this wonderful meal! Meanwhile, our HomeFront and Veteran’s Plaza Grant Per Diem pro-

grams held Thanksgiving meals in honor of their Veteran residents. We hope that all of our staff and those that we 

serve had a wonderful Thanksgiving holiday full of warmth and great food with those that they hold close! 

11/29: #GivingTuesday 2016 - Staff Share Why They Are a Voice for WestCare California! 

Our WestCare California staff from across the state got into the #GivingTuesday spirit by sharing why they choose to 

be a voice for WestCare California! 

HomeFront The Living Room SJVV - Fresno Veteran’s Plaza 
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12/3: 2016 Holiday Party 

Staff from entire WestCare California family of programs 

gathered in Fresno for our annual holiday party. It was a 

truly memorable night with recognition for terms of  

service, Directors of the Year as chosen by our Senior 

Vice President, Shawn Jenkins and a special presentation 

for Barbara Varner as she prepares to retire after 25 

years with our organization. The event featured raffle 

prizes, a photo booth, dancing and even a mannequin chal-

lenge that was filmed with the over 200 guests in attend-

ance! (Stay tuned for its release!) We would like to thank 

everyone that came out and give a special thank you to all 

of our staff that traveled from out of town to attend the 

event. With your support, we hope to make next year's 

party even more memorable! 

11/22: Fall Nurturing Parenting Celebration 

We are so proud of the 11 new grads of the 15 week 

Nurturing Parenting class taught at MLK Residential. All 

grads were asked to share a personal drawing and a letter 

with their children. We wish only the best for them and 

their little ones in the future! 

Treatment and Rehabilitation News 

11/10:  Fall 2016 Graduation 

We would like to congratulate our Fall 2016 graduating 

class of WestCare California! Over 50 individuals walked 

the stage of the historic Tower Theatre in completion of 

their respective recovery programs from Fresno, Hanford 

and Bakersfield. We are exuberant and proud for all that 

they have accomplished and wish only the best for our 

newest alumni on their road ahead. 

Veterans News 

A VSWP Success Story 

”Raymond H. came into Veteran’s Plaza 

as a GPD resident who was unem-

ployed, but was self-motivated to get 

back into the working field. He was re-

ferred to San Joaquin Valley Veterans 

(SJVV) by Veterans Plaza Case Manager, 

Denis, to get assistance with getting en-

rolled into the Police Science Institute, 

but was denied. A former Veteran by 

the name of John that was also a part of SJVV and a liaison 

for Veterans, was able to get Raymond’s registration and 

classes paid for. From there, he completed and passed all 

his courses and earned his guard card. On October 7th, 

Raymond filled out applications for employment. That 

same day, he had a job interview at the Fresno Fair 

Grounds. I assisted by giving him a ride to his interview. 

On the way there, I provided some mock interviewing. 

He was hired after his interview as a security guard.  Hav-

ing his guard card assisted him with getting the job as well. 

He went to work that same night. Every day was a strug-

gle for him due to not having stable transportation to get 

to and from work. Also, he was not financially stable and 

had the roughest schedule a person could have with poor 

public transportation in Fresno, California, the midnight 

shift. However, thanks to his case managers, Raymond 

was able to get to and from work without any problems 

until the Veterans Safeway to Work Program (VSWP) 

was able to assist him with getting a bike, lock and lights 

in order to get to and from his job on his own.” - Curtis 

Combs, Case Manager, Veterans Safeway to Work 

Program   
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12/2 - Veterans Take Part in Equine Guided 

Learning Pilot Program for Vets:  

Veterans from our Fresno SJVV program have begun tak-

ing part in a four week Equine Guided Learning  pilot 

therapy program geared towards Veterans. The program 

is hosted by the Center for Equine Assisted Recovery and 

Learning and provides our Vets with lessons on caring for 

horses as well as time to spend with them. Through the 

bonding and nurturing of these animals, it is the hope that 

this acts as a therapeutic experience and that our Vets 

will in turn care for themselves during their time of  

personal transition in their lives. 

11/11:  2016 Fresno Veterans Day Parade 

Our Fresno San Joaquin Valley Veterans and Admin staff 

were proud to be a part of the 2016 Fresno Veterans Day 

Parade! Not only was this the 97th year of the parade, but 

it was dedicated to the United States Marine Corps! 

Kudos! 

Jerrold McWilliams, CCTRP - San Diego 

“The Wizard of  WestCare”:  

‘We have heard of many great 

wizards of our time. There was 

Merlin, the Wizard who ap-

peared as an old wise man giving 

his wisdom to King Arthur at 

Camelot. The population knew 

and believed the old legends and 

myths about Merlin and he was 

especially revered as a great 

prophet.                                                                                                                     

 

There was the White Wizard from the Lord of the Rings 

(Gandalf); warm and eager was his spirit, for he opposed 

the fire that devours waste. Merry he could be and kindly 

to the young and simple, yet quick at times to sharp 

speech and rebuking folly; but was not proud and sought 

neither power nor praise.                                                                                                    

 

And of course there was the Wizard of Oz who changed 

the lives of a great many people including The Lion, Tin 

Man, Scarecrow and Dorothy by giving them the tools 

they needed so badly to transform. Because of their vir-

tue, they were known as the three greatest Wizards of all 

times.             

                                           

Mr. Jerrold, when you asked us what we needed to find a 

job, I said I needed courage and behold after a couple of 

weeks and your assistance, I found that courage. But then 

I realized that courage in itself was not enough; I needed 

heart, heart to pursue that courage. But there was still 

something missing, something I couldn’t explain. You 

brought to my attention that if you don’t have the 

knowledge to believe in yourself, you won’t have the 

heart to pursue the courage that you need to get the job 

done. You made me believe and I found the heart and 

courage and got the job done.  

 

So, now we have established that you have all the attrib-

utes of a true Wizard and in recognition of the many 

changes you have weaved in the lives of so many women 

here at WestCare Custody to Community Transitional 

Reentry Program (San Diego), I would like to present you 

with an official declaration, declaring you as the one and 

only WIZARD OF WESTCARE!”  - Anonymous 
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Question of the Month: 

“What’s Your Favorite  

Memory of the Holiday Season? 

“Christmas is the best time of year. I 

got my decorating skills from my  

Grandma Kelly. She always had the tree 

decorated by the 2nd of December. Her 

house was like walking into Santa’s 

House with the smell of cookies as you 

came in, decorations in every room, 

Christmas music playing and her singing 

along.” – Colleen Kelly, File Clerk/

Receptionist, Administration 

Staff Recognition Kudos!: 
Erin Shelton, Housing Services 

“I received a token today from 

Michelle Allen. I helped her with 

creating and printing of the  

graduate name cards and she 

sent this to me all wrapped up in 

candy. She knows the way to my 

heart…with chocolate!”  

- Erin Shelton, Outreach 

Worker, Housing Services 

Robert Fiester, Fresno Outpatient 

“Bob has been a team player and 

is willing to help when needed. 

He has a positive attitude and 

has a jolly laugh that brightens 

your day.“ - Caroline Casarez, 

Counselor, Fresno Outpatient 

Question of the Month for January:  

“What is the craziest thing you’ve ever done?” 

Charles McDowell, STOP Area 3 

“I want to give a shout-out to 

STOP Driver, Charles McDowell. 

Charles was a Case Manager for 

the Day Reporting Center (DRC) 

and recently moved to Transport 

for the STOP program.  Charles is 

one of the most consistent & hard 

working employees and always 

strives to uplift the human spirit.  

Recently, we were having a conversation about the DRC 

in which he stated, ‘I still tell people about the DRC pro-

gram and its benefits.’  I think it is fantastic that Charles 

takes such pride in WestCare to educate our current 

and potential clients.  Thank you, Charles!” - Derrick 

Bressel, Program Director, Day Reporting Center 

Richard Duron, Fresno Outpatient 

“I would like to share this Caught 

Being Good. Richard Duron has 

been a real team player. He is al-

ways on time and willing to come 

in to work any shift even if it's 

just to help UA clients.”  

- Caroline Casarez, Counselor, 

Fresno Outpatient 

Mark Your Calendars!:  

2017 Homeless Point-In-Time Count 
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Program Directory 

Fresno Office 

1505 N. Chestnut 

Fresno, CA 93703 

(559) 251-4800 

Services: Management, Administra-

tive Support, Human Resources, 

Accounting/Billing, Contract Compli-

ance, IT Support, Marketing/Media, 

Procurement, Creative Services 

Administration 

The Living Room 

901 E. Belmont 

Fresno, CA 93701 

(559) 486-1469 

Services: Case Management, Hot 

Meals Program, Housing Opportuni-

ties for Persons With AIDS 

(HOPWA), Linkage to Testing and 

Medical Care, Social Support 

Education and Prevention 

MLK Residential 

2772 S. MLK Blvd 

Fresno, CA 93706 

(559) 265-4800 

Services: Men’s/Women’s Short 

Term Residential, Men’s/Women’s 

Long-Term Residential, Residential 

Treatment Program for Women and Children (M’ella), Resi-

dential Treatment Program for Men and Children: Papa Natal, 

Residential Multi Service Center (RMSC) 

Y-MAX Adolescent Program 

410 E. 7th St,  

Suite 5, 7, 9  

Hanford, CA 93230 

(559) 584-8100 

Services: Adolescent Outpatient 

Drug-Free Program 

Treatment and Rehabilitation  

Liberty Plaza (Sober Living)  

4605 E. Liberty Fresno, CA 93702 

(559) 237-3420 Ext. 20367 

Services: Sober Living for Women 

Bakersfield Residential  

2901 S. H Street Bakersfield, CA  

93304 

(661) 398-4303 

Services: Men’s Long-term Residen-

tial, Adult Outpatient Program 

Belmont Health & Wellness 

611 E. Belmont Fresno, CA 93701 

(559) 237-3420 

Services: Admissions, Adolescent 

Outpatient Drug-Free Program, 

Adult Outpatient Program,  

Day Reporting Center (DRC) 

McKinney Plaza (Sober Living) 

1388 & 1398 E. Bulldog Ln  

Fresno, CA 93710  

(559) 237-3420 Ext. 20367 

Services: Sober Living for Men  

 

Crisis Psychiatric Response  

Services (CPRS) 

209 E. 7th St. 

Madera, CA 93638 

(559) 673-3508 

Services: Mobile emergency  

department response services, 

Mental health services, crisis intervention, wellness planning, dis-

charge planning, Consumer centered and team based interven-

tions, Service coordination to adults and older adults receiving 

services from designated hospital emergency departments within 

Madera County who are deemed appropriate for an assessment 

for involuntary psychiatric treatment pursuant to California Wel-

fare and Institutions Code Section 5150 

Mental Health and Wellness 

Supportive Overnight Stay 

(SOS) 

2772 S. MLK Blvd 

Fresno, CA 93706 

(559) 512-6802 

Services: Provide a safe, supportive 

environment to spend the night for 

individuals who arrive at an ER with a mental health condition 

needing services that don’t require a legal hold, Case Manage-

ment and transportation to ensure client engagement with 

outpatient mental health services, Linkages to outpatient men-

tal health programs and supportive services such as housing, 

food stamps, general assistance and SSI 
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Veterans Services 

Merced 

399 George Drive  

BLDG. F 

Merced, CA 95341 

(209) 662-6073 

Stockton 

4545 Georgetown Pl.  

Building D 

Stockton, CA 95207 

(209) 662-6073 

Fresno 

1617 E. Saginaw Way 

Suite 102 

Fresno, CA 93704 

(559) 255-8838 

San Joaquin Valley Veterans (SJVV) 

Services: Drop-In and Ancillary Services, Supportive Services 

For Veteran Families (Services provided to Veterans through 

SSVF include:  Short-term case management, legal assistance, 

housing counseling services and placement assistance, financial 

planning services, financial assistance for move in, eviction pre-

vention, utilities, transportation, childcare and emergen-

cy supplies.) 

Hanford 

410 E. 7th St 

Suite 5 

Hanford, CA 93230 

(559) 584-8100 

HomeFront 

3605 Eugenia  

Fresno, CA 93725 

(559) 266-1169 

Services: Transitional housing 

for female Veterans with/without 

children for up to two years, 

case management 

Vet’s Plaza 

119 N. Calaveras  

Fresno, CA 93721 

(559) 241-8751 

Services: Transitional housing 

for male Veterans for up to 

two years, case management 

Housing Opportunities 

Housing Services 

2443 S. Orange Fresno, CA 

93725 

(559) 241-8753 

Services: Assistance with sup-

portive housing to families who 

are currently or chronically 

homeless, Project LiftOff: Housing programs for low income 

families with a disabled family member, Emergency Solutions 

Grant (ESG), HERO (Homeless Engagement Resource Out-

reach) Team. 

Bakersfield 

2901 S. H St. 

Bakersfield, CA 93304 

(661) 326-0485 

Fresno 

2772 S. MLK Blvd 

Fresno, CA  93706 

(559) 265-4800 

Specialized Treatment for Optimized Programming 

(STOP) 

Services: Case management, treatment placement in residen-

tial, outpatient  and sober living, domestic violence education, 

vocational training, pre-employment, job placement services 

and transportation from prison to treatment. 

Chico 

2585 Ceanothus Ave. 

Suite 170 

Chico, CA 95973 

(530) 830-1180 

Area 1 

Area 3 

Sacramento 

1804 Tribute Rd. 

Sacramento, CA 95815 

(916) 564-4400 

 

Criminal Justice 
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Program Directory (Continued) 

Would you like your program featured in the WestCare Loop? Please send all content to michael.mygind@westcare.com 

All received content will also be submitted for possible publication in WestCare’s national newsletter, The Express. 8 

Re-Entry Hub - Women’s Services: Provides 250 female 

inmates where treatment services are based on the Cognitive 

Behavioral Therapy (CBT) principles with a strong focus on 

continued treatment upon parole. 

Folsom State Prison (FSP) 

300 Prison Rd, 

Represa, CA 95671 

(916) 985-2561 Ext. 4086 

Stockton 

1609 N. Wilson Way 

Stockton, CA 95205 

(209) 642-8488 

Custody to Community Transitional Reentry  

Program (CCTRP) 

Services: Provides treatment services to female inmates (83 

in San Diego, 50 in Stockton) who have a minimum of 45 day 

and a maximum of 2 years left on their sentence. We provide 

an array of gender responsive trauma informed services includ-

ing substance abuse, mental health, domestic violence, educa-

tion, vocational and employment readiness. 

Long Term Offender Program (LTOP) - Women’s 

Services: A cognitive based program that includes substance 

abuse treatment specifically structured for long-term offenders 

who will not be released in the near future. 

Central CA Women’s  

Facility (CCWF) 

23370 Road 22 

Chowchilla, CA 93610 

(559) 665-1408 

San Diego 

3050 Armstrong St. 

San Diego, CA 92111 

(619) 359-8266 

Long Term Offender Program (LTOP) - Men’s 

Services: Serves Long Term Male Offenders who will not be 

released in the near future. Provides access to cognitive behav-

ior therapy programs, substance abuse, criminal thinking, anger 

management and family relationships. 

CA State Prison - Solano 

2100 Peabody Rd. 

Vacaville, CA  95687 

(707) 451-0182 

CA Men’s Colony 

CA Highway 1 

San Luis Obispo, CA 93409 

(805) 547-7900 Ext. 7966 

Criminal Justice (Continued from Page 7)  

Single Level Substance Use Disorder Treatment 

(SUDT) Program - Men’s Services: Provides evidence-

based SUDT programming to male inmates who are high-risk 

offenders. 

Corcoran State 

Prison (CSP) 

4001 King Avenue 

Corcoran, CA 93212 

Wasco State Prison 

(WSP) 

701 Scofield Avenue,  

Wasco, CA 93280 

(661) 758-8400 Ext 6181 

CA Correctional  

Institute (CCI) 

24900 Highway 202 

Tehachapi, CA 93561 

(661) 822-4402 Ext 4503 

Sierra Conservation 

Center (SCC) 

5100 O'Byrnes Ferry Rd. 

Jamestown, CA 95327 

(209) 984-5291 Ext 5637 

Multi-Level Substance Use Disorder Treatment 

(SUDT) Program - Men’s Services: Provides multi-level 

evidence-based SUDT substance abuse, criminal thinking, anger 

management and family relationships programming for male 

inmates who are high-risk offenders. 

Men’s In-Prison  

Rehabilitative Cognitive  

Behavioral Treatment (CBT) 

Program: Opening soon 

Pelican Bay State Prison (PBSP) 

5905 Lake Earl Drive 

Crescent City, CA 95531 

(707) 465-1000  

mailto:michael.mygind@westcare.com

